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HIGDEN'S  Polychronicon  is  a  compilation  by  Ranulf  Higden,  a  monk 
of  St.  Werburg's,  Chester,  which  gives  a  general  history  from  the 
creation  of  the  world  to  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth  century.  The 
actual  point  at  which  Higden  laid  down  his  pen  is  uncertain  and  does 
not  concern  us  now.  It  was  the  custom  to  bring  such  chronicles  up 
to  date,  and  the  continuator  sometimes  betrays  his  locality  by  the  in- 
terest which  he  shows  in  a  particular  monastery.  In  the  Cambridge 
University  Library  there  is  a  manuscript  of  the  Polychronicon  (li.  2.  24) 
which  p/esents  a  continuation  from  1344  (or  1346)  to  1381.  This 
was  printed  by  Professor  Lumby  as  an  Appendix  in  the  eighth 
volume  of  the  Rolls  Series  edition.  Subsequently  he  found  in  a 
manuscript  of  Corpus  Christi  College,  Cambridge  (no.  197),  the  same 
continuation  with  a  few  modifications  and  with  additional  matter 
which  brought  it  on  from  1381  to  1394.  The  special  interest  of  this 
manuscript  was  that  it  supplied  the  name  of  the  continuator:  for 
under  the  year  1344  it  had  the  following  entry : 

At  this  point  Ranulf  the  monk  of  Chester  as  a  matter  of  fact  closed  his 
chronicles.  .  .  .  After  him  wrote  a  certain  monk  of  Worcester,  John  Malvern, 
leaving  a  gap  of  about  two  years  :  possibly  nothing  noteworthy  had  occurred  in 
them  to  require  the  labours  of  his  pen  :  accordingly  he  proceeds  thus  :  f  On  the 
feast  of  the  translation  of  St.  Thomas  the  Martyr  [in  1346]  .  .  .' 

Professor  Lumby,  in  order,  as  he  said,  to  make  the  whole  of  John 
Malvern's  text  accessible,  printed  the  portion  from  1381-1394  in  the 
ninth  volume  of  his  edition,  where  it  occupies  283  pages.  The  purpose 
of  the  present  paper  is  to  claim  the  whole  of  this  later  portion  for  a 
monk  of  Westminster  who  therein  chronicled  the  events  of  his  own 
time. 

In  brief,  my  contention  is  this  :  That  the  first  portion  (1346-1381), 
which  I  willingly  leave  to  John  Malvern,  shows  no  special  interest  in 
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Westminster  Abbey,  its  references  to  it  being  meagre  or  inaccurate ; 
while  the  second  portion  (1381-1394)  contains  notices  of  Westminster, 
so  many,  so  minute,  and  so  accurate,  as  to  prove  beyond  doubt  that 
the  writer  was  a  monk  of  the  house. 

1.  I  begin  with  the  first  portion.  Doubtless  John  Malvern  is  to  be 
identified  with  the  sacrist  of  that  name  who  became  Prior  of  Wor- 
cester in  1395.1  It  is  certain,  from  the  lists  of  monks  preserved  in 
the  Chamberlain's  rolls,  that  he  was  never  a  monk  of  Westminster. 
That  his  references  to  Westminster  are  meagre  is  obvious  to  any  one 
who  reads  him  ;  to  prove  the  charge  of  inaccuracy  we  must  investigate 
the  details  of  a  story  which  filled  England  with  horror  in  the  second 
year  of  King  Richard  II. 

The  incident  of  the  pollution  of  the  Abbey  church  by  the  murder 
of  Robert  Hawley  in  1378  is  narrated  with  great  unction  by  the 
chronicler  of  St.  Alban's  whose  narrative  forms  the  basis  of  Walsing- 
ham's  History.2  Stripped  of  its  *  more  than  tragic '  garb,  his  story  is 
briefly  this.  Two  brave  soldiers  of  the  Black  Prince,  Robert  Hawley 
and  John  Shakell,  had  brought  home  from  the  Spanish  war  the  Count 
of  Denia,  who  had  been  adjudged  their  lawful  captive  to  be  held  to 
ransom.  The  count  had  been  allowed  to  return,  leaving  his  eldest 
son  as  hostage,  but  had  died  before  the  ransom  was  paid.  Some 
years  had  passed,  and  under  a  new  regime,  in  which  John  of  Gaunt 
was  paramount,  the  two  squires  were  imprisoned  for  refusing  to 
surrender  the  custody  of  the  youth.  They  escaped  from  the  Tower 
of  London  and  took  sanctuary  at  Westminster.  They  were  pursued 
by  an  armed  band  led  by  Sir  Alan  Boxhall  and  Sir  Ralph  Ferrers. 
Shakell  was  enticed  out  of  sanctuary  and  captured;  but  Hawley 
was  found  in  the  church  at  the  time  of  high  mass  on  the  morrow  of 
St.  Laurence  (11  August).  The  Gospel  was  being  read,  when  a  rush 
was  made  upon  him.  Defending  himself  with  a  short  sword,  he  broke 
through  and  ran  for  his  life  twice  round  the  choir ;  but  in  the  end 
he  was  overpowered  and  slain :  a  servant  of  the  church  also,  who 
strove  to  prevent  the  bloodshed,  was  killed.  Such  an  outrage  had 
never  been  known  since  St.  Peter  had  consecrated  the  church  with  his 
own  sacred  hands.  After  an  interval  of  cowardly  hesitation,  the 
primate  and  five  suffragans  fulminated  anathema  upon  all  who  had 
taken  the  least  part,  whether  by  act  or  suggestion,  in  the  crime, 

1  The  Obedientiary  rolls  at  Worcester  show  that  John  Malvern  was  Precentor 
in  11  Rich.  II  (1387-8),  and  Pitanciarius  the  next  year. 

2  Chronicon  Angliae  (Rolls  Series  :  ed.  Maunde  Thompson),  pp.  206  if.     He 
begins  :    '  Rem  scripturus  sum  plus  quam  tragicam,  qui  comoediam  scripsisse 
semper  optaveram.' 
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with  the  special  exception  by  name  of  the  King,  the  King's  mother,  and 
his  uncle  the  Duke  of  Lancaster — the  last  of  whom  was  under  grave 
suspicion,  and  indeed  was  said  to  have  openly  admitted  responsibility. 
The  Bishop  of  London,  on  Sundays,  Wednesdays,  and  Fridays,  con- 
tinually published  the  terrible  sentence  at  St.  Paul's.  In  October 
the  Parliament  was  held  at  Gloucester,  the  duke  being  said  to  have 
designs  against  the  Church  which  he  feared  to  prosecute  in  London. 
The  next  year,  however,  in  the  Parliament  held  in  London,  it  was 
ordered  that  the  immunities  and  privileges  of  Westminster  should 
remain  intact,  save  only  that  the  property  of  debtors  who  took 
sanctuary  should  not  be  protected  against  the  lawful  claims  of  their 
creditors. 

Thus  much  from  the  chronicler  of  St.  Alban's,  who  tells  the  story 
which  had  reached  him  with  a  certain  horrible  picturesqueness  and 
with  many  expressions  of  outraged  piety.  To  what  extent  can  we 
check  this  account?  Among  the  muniments  at  Westminster  is  a 
large  quarto  volume,  called  the  Liber  Niger  Quaternus,  a  compilation 
made  in  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century  from  earlier  books.  In  this, 
which  is  in  the  main  a  Register  of  documents  bearing  on  the  monastic 
property,  there  are  some  entries  of  an  historical  nature.  Three  of 
these  refer  to  the  incident  with  which  we  are  concerned. 

The  first  two  (ff.  87b,  88)  concern  the  fine  of  two  hundred  pounds 
which  Sir  Alan  Boxhall  and  Sir  Ralph  Ferrers  bound  themselves  in 
the  King's  chancery  to  pay  to  the  church  of  Westminster.  The 
third  is  to  the  following  effect : 

A.D.  1378,  on  Wednesday,  the  morrow  of  St.  Laurence  the  martyr,  Robert 
Hawley,  squire,  was  slain  in  the  choir  of  Westminster  by  two  knights  and  their 
servants,  to  wit  Sir  Alan  Bokeshall  and  Sir  Ralph  Ferrers,  at  the  moment  when 
the  levite  was  reading  the  Gospel  at  high  mass.  When  he  was  slain,  the  mass 
ceased.  Brother  John  Borugh  was  celebrating  high  mass,  and  brother  Thomas 
Peverell  was  levite.  And  that  holy  place,  consecrated  of  old  by  St.  Peter,  and 
never  violated  before,  remained  thereafter  desolate  and  polluted  till  the  Con- 
ception of  the  blessed  Virgin  Mary  next  ensuing  [i.  e.  from  11  August  to 
8  December]. 

This  bare  record  may  be  supplemented  by  two  sets  of  monkish 
verses.  The  first  occurs  in  Flete's  account  of  Abbot  Lytlington 
(Flete  MS.,  f.  52b),  and  is  prefaced  thus : 

This  same  Abbot  in  the  great  Parliament  held  at  Gloucester  in  the  second  year 
of  King  Richard  II  carried  himself  well  for  the  defence  of  the  privileges  of 
Westminster  ;  namely  in  the  matter  of  the  death  of  Robert  Hawley  who  was 
wickedly  slain  in  the  choir  at  the  time  of  high  mass  while  the  Gospel  was  being 
read  by  the  deacon,  on  the  day  of  St.  Taurinus  the  bishop,  in  the  month  of 
August ;  as  appears  by  the  verses  written  in  the  place  of  the  choir  where  he  was 
killed. 
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I  need  not  trouble  you  now  with  these  verses,  nor  with  the  others 
which  were  still  for  the  most  part  to  be  read  on  Hawley's  grave  in 
Camden's  time.1 

From  these  documents  it  appears  that  in  one  important  point  the 
local  tradition  differs  from  the  St.  Alban's  narrative.  There  is  no 
mention  at  Westminster  of  the  murder  of  a  servant  of  the  church. 
Yet  this  could  hardly  have  been  left  unnoticed,  if  it  had  really 
occurred.  It  is  indeed  more  than  likely  that  some  one  may  have 
been  struck,  though  not  fatally,  in  the  melee — the  epitaph  on 
Hawley^s  tomb  suggests  this :  but  the  second  murder  is  probably  an 
exaggeration  for  which  Westminster  is  not  to  be  held  responsible. 

An  independent  account  of  great  interest  is  given  by  the  continuator 
of  the  Eulogium,  a  contemporary  writer  of  remarkable  shrewdness 
and  wit,  who  is  thought  to  have  been  a  monk  of  Canterbury,  but 
more  probably  was  a  friar.  I  can  here  only  call  attention  to  two  points. 
The  first  is  that  he  notes  with  humour  that  at  the  moment  of  the 
murder  the  deacon  was  reading  the  words,  *  If  the  master  of  the  house 
had  known  in  what  hour  the  thief  would  come.'  This  is  a  loose 
citation  of  St.  Matt.  xxiv.  43  ;  and  Abbot  Lytlington's  Missal  gives  as 
the  initium  of  the  Gospel  for  St.  Taurinus  (11  Aug.)  the  words  Vigilats 
quia,  which  occur  in  the  preceding  verse.  The  second  point  I  would 
have  you  observe  is  that  he  makes  no  suggestion  that  any  one  else 
besides  Robert  Hawley  was  killed. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  quote  the  narrative  of  this  incident  which  John 
Malvern  of  Worcester  has  apparently  served  up  out  of  Walsingham 
with  a  certain  spice  of  his  own.  Enough  to  say  that  he  follows  the 
St.  Alban's  account  as  against  the  Westminster  tradition  in  stating 
that  a  servant  of  the  church  was  killed  in  the  fray.2 

1  Reges,  reginae,  nobiles,  etc.  (London,  1600,  unpaged).  Both  sets  of  verses  are 
printed  by  Widmore,  Hist,  of  Westminster  Abbey,  pp.  104  f. 

a  The  following  items  from  the  Westminster  records  are  of  interest  in  connexion 
with  the  murder  of  Hawley  : 

(1)  In  the  Abbot's  Treasurer's  roll  (?  Mich.  1377-Mich.  1378)  :    '  Et  datum 
uni  nuncio  venienti  cum  literis  Regis  pro  Roberto  Haule  et  lohanni  Schakel, 
vi*.  viiirf.' 

(2)  Munim.  9256  A-E  :  the  expenses  of  William  Colchester  (afterwards  Abbot) 
travelling  abroad,  10  July  1377-22  Nov.  1379.     While  Colchester  was  waiting 
at  Avignon  in  the  summer  of  1378  till  the  Curia  should  be  more  settled  under 
the  new  Pope,  Urban  VI,  the  news  of  Hawley's  murder  came  :    '  Postmodum 
tamen  accessit  quidam  cursor  de  partibus  referens  eisdem,  Magistro  Thomae 
Southam  et  Willelmo  Colchester,  illud  factum  horribile  in  ecclesia  Westmona- 
steriensi  perpetratum.     Unde  extitit  ordinatum  juxta  consilium  M.   T.  S.  et 
aliorum  jurisperitorum  in  Avinione  existentium,  quod  W.  C.  predictus  diver- 
teret  se  ad  Curiam  Romanam  et  ad  resistendum  malefactoribus  perpetrantibus 
dictum  factum  horribile.'    Taking  a  galley  from  Marseilles  to  Ostia,  he  reached 
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My  object  is  to  show  that  John  Malvern,  the  writer  of  the  con- 
tinuation of  Higden  from  1346  to  1381,  had  no  special  interest  in 
Westminster  and  no  first-hand  knowledge  of  its  affairs,  and  that  this 
marks  him  off  clearly  from  the  writer  of  the  further  continuation  from 
1381  to  1394.  It  is  worth  while,  therefore,  before  leaving  him,  to 
point  to  some  of  his  omissions.  No  monk  who  had  any  interest  in 
Westminster  could  have  failed,  when  writing  of  the  great  pestilence  of 
1348-9,  to  mention  the  death  of  the  abbot,  Simon  Byrcheston,  and 
half  his  monks,  or  to  record  the  election  of  Simon  Langham  in  1349, 
and  of  Nicholas  Lytlington  in  1362. 

Having  decided,  then,  that  up  to  the  year  1381  the  continuation 
of  Higden  ascribed  to  John  Malvern  shows  no  special  interest  in 
Westminster  Abbey,  and  in  one  point  definitely  departs  from  the 
Westminster  tradition,  we  pass  on  to  consider  the  portion  which 
follows  from  1381  to  1394.  And  by  way  of  introduction  to  this  we 
may  glance  at  the  insertions  which  the  writer  of  this  later  section 
has  already  made  in  copying  John  Malvern's  portion. 

To  begin  with,  he  inserts,  as  we  have  seen,  the  notice  of  John 
Malvern's  authorship.  I  do  not  know  how  he  came  by  his  name : 
perhaps  he  found  it  at  the  end  of  the  book  from  which  he  copied.  We 
may  remember  in  passing  that  Little  Malvern  was  a  cell  of  Worcester 
Priory,  while  Great  Malvern  was  a  cell  of  Westminster  Abbey. 

The  next  insertion  to  be  noted  relates  to  the  death  of  Fitzralph, 
Archbishop  of  Armagh,  who  died  at  Avignon  in  1362.  Our  author 
adds  that  at  his  passing  a  certain  Cardinal  is  said  to  have  declared  : 
4  This  day  a  great  pillar  has  fallen  in  the  Church  of  God.'  He  further 
adds  that  he  composed  various  books :  one  '  de  quaestionibus 

Rome  26  Nov.  '  In  expensis  factis  pro  causa  contra  prefatos  violateres,  eo  quod 
quidam  frater  Johannes  Wellys,  ante  adventum  dicti  visum  facientis  ut  pre- 
mittitur  [sc.  Johannis  Kentys],  ad  Curiam  accessit  ad  papam  cum  literis  regiis, 
et  optinuit  absolutionem  a  papa  pro  predictis  violate ribns  nimis  favorabilem.' 
He  employed  counsel,  paid  fees  to  porters  and  chamberlains,  and  got  access  to 
the  Pope :  '  In  brevi  post  haec  optinuit  ab  ipso  papa  unam  bullam  cameralem 
contra  dictos  violatores.'  This  cost  80  florins,  but  the  Pope  was  again  got  at, 
and  revoked  the  bull.  Hence  a  new  effort  which  cost  150  florins,  including 
payments  to  an  Englishman  and  a  lay  brother  to  hold  their  tongues.  Other 
persons  were  instructed  to  watch  against  a  fresh  reversal.  As  soon  as  his  back 
was  turned,  Brother  Wellys  got  the  Pope  to  reopen  the  cause  on  the  ground  of 
the  King's  letters.  But  the  precautions  were  too  good,  and  the  brother  f  fell 
into  the  pit  that  he  had  made '  :  ultimately  he  was  excommunicated,  and 
a  confirmatory  bull  was  procured  :  cost  29  florins.  The  total  cost  of  the  case 
against  the  '  violatores  *  was  437  florins,  the  florin  being  reckoned  at  3*.  2rf. 

(3)  The  Treasurers'  roll  for  1378-9  tells  us  that  the  cost  of  reconciliation  of 
the  church,  with  gifts  on  the  same  day  to  the  Lord  Archbishop,  his  clerks  and 
squires,  was  £22.  5*.  6-J-rf. 
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Armenorum',  another  'de  pauperie  Christ! ';  and  also  published 
many  sermons.  Can  we  find  a  special  reason  why  a  monk  of  West- 
minster should  have  interested  himself  in  the  scholarly  archbishop  of 
Armagh  ?  I  think  we  can.  The  Liber  Niger  Quaternus  contains  a 
list  of  books  sent  from  Avignon  as  part  of  the  bequest  of  Simon 
Langham,  who  died  there  in  1376.  In  this  list  (f.  147)  I  find  the 
following  entries : 
f  Armakanus  de  questionibus  Armenorum,  cum  sermonibus  suis.' 

( Tabula  sermonum  sancti  Augustini,  cum  Armakanis  de  paupertate  Salvatoris.' 

Here  are  the  two  books  in  question,  and  also  the  sermons  :  there  is 
no  further  reference  to  '  Armachanus '  in  the  list.  Is  this  a  mere 
coincidence  ? 

A  third  insertion  relates  to  Alice  Ferrers,  the  powerful  mistress  of 
the  last  years  of  King  Edward  III.  The  addition  to  her  character  is 
indeed  but  a  paraphrase  of  Walsingham  (I  320) ;  but  Westminster 
had  its  own  reason  for  giving  her  an  extra  black  mark  :  for  the 
Muniment  Room  contains  a  document  which  suggests  that  she  had 
extracted  monies  from  us. 

I  need  not  dwell  on  the  only  other  insertion,  which  is  headed 
'  Commendatio  regis  Edwardi,'  for  it  is  directly  drawn  from  Walsing- 
ham (I  327).  A  monk  of  Westminster  writing  in  the  next  reign 
might  well  embody  it  with  a  view  to  mitigate  the  fyarsh  judgement 
which  John  Malvern  had  pronounced  on  King  Richard's  father. 

We  now  proceed  to  examine  the  references  to  Westminster 1  in  the 
years  1381-1394. 

15  June  1381  (p.  4).  We  begin  with  the  rebellion  of  Wat  Tyler, 
or,  as  our  chronicler  calls  him,  *  John  the  Tiler.'  The  dates  are  care- 
fully noted.  On  Wednesday  12  June  Lambeth  was  sacked,  on  Friday 
Archbishop  Simon  Sudbury  was  dragged  out  of  the  Tower  and 
beheaded,  and  the  rest  of  the  day  was  devoted  to  a  massacre  of  the 
Flemings.  The  same  day  an  attempt  was  made  on  the  royal  treasury 
at  Westminster.  The  next  day,  Saturday,  brought  the  climax  and 
the  end.  We  owe  to  our  chronicler  the  real  cause  of  the  sudden 
change  of  fortune.  The  mob  came  to  the  Abbey  and  dragged  away 
to  death  Richard  Ymmeworth,  steward  of  the  Marshalsea,  who  had 
taken  sanctuary,  and  was  actually  clinging  to  the  columns  of  St. 
Edward's  shrine  ('columnas  feretri  amplexantem').  'St.  Edward  swiftly 
avenged  the  insult,  to  the  exaltation  of  his  sanctity  and  the  consola- 
tion of  the  realm.'  For  a  little  later  the  King  and  his  nobles 

1  For  the  Latin  extracts  see  below,,  pp.  19  ff. 
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came  to  the  shrine,  and  devoutly  sought  his  aid.1  Hence  they  rocTe  to 
London  and  conferred  with  the  rebels ;  the  Tiler,  who  struck  at  the 
Lord  Mayor,  was  killed,  and  the  King  offered  himself  to  the  rebels  as 
their  true  leader :  the  rebellion  was  at  an  end.  This  is  a  fresh  reading 
of  the  story :  that  an  archbishop  of  Canterbury  should  be  murdered 
was  bad  ;  but  that  St.  Edward  of  Westminster  should  be  outraged — 
words  fail  us  ;  but  I  think  you  will  concede  the  possibility  that  the 
chronicler  was  a  Westminster  monk. 

20  Jan.  1382  (p.  11).     Anne  of  Bohemia,  sister  of  the  Emperor, 
was  married  to  King  Richard  in  the  Abbey,  by  the  Bishop  of  London. 
The  new  Archbishop,  William  Courtenay,  was  vexed,  though  unjustly, 
and  crowned  her  two  days  after,  though  he  had  not  yet  received  his 
pall  from  the  Pope.     Our  author  goes  on  to  quote  a  verse  in  which 
'  Anna1  rhymes  with  '  manna,'  but  comments  to  the  effect  that  there 
was  more  of  earthly  purchase  than  of  heavenly  gift  about  the  lady, 
for  the  King  of  England  paid  no  small  portion  of  money  '  pro  tantilla 
carnis  portione  '. 

26  Mar.  1382  (p.  12).  A  council  was  held  at  Westminster  about 
the  French  truce :  the  Abbot  and  several  London  priors  were 
summoned.  This  is  a  small  point,  which,  however,  would  be  of  interest 
to  a  Westminster  writer. 

21  Dec.  1382  (p.  16).     We  now  come  to  the  Bishop  of  Norwich 
and  his  crusade.     Let  me  remind  you  that  England  was  supporting 
one  Pope  and  France  the  other;  and  the  fighting  bishop,  Henry 
Despenser,  had  been  charged  by  Urban  VI  to  preach  a  crusade  and 
lead  it  in  person  against  the  wicked  French.     Many  monks  were 
enrolled,  for  they  were  entitled  to  go  even  without  the  permission  of 
their  superiors.     That  Westminster  was  interested  is  shown  by  an 
entry  in  the  Chamberlain's  roll  for  the  year ;  Benedict  Forde  had  no 
habit  that  year,  because  he  was  absent  'cum  croisofia',   with  the 
crusade.     Our  chronicler  was  clearly  in  sympathy,  for  he  tells  us  that 
for  two  days  and  three  nights  before  the  feast  of  St.  Thomas  there 
was  a  ceaseless  flood  of  rain,  but  on  the  day  itself,  on  which  the 
Bishop  of  Norwich  assumed  the  Cross  and  set  it  up  in  St.  Paul's, 
there  was  not  a  cloud  in  the  sky — a  manifest  omen  of  good.     He 
says  that,  because  this  function  was  unknown  to  the  English,  the 

1  Froissart  mentions  the  visit  to  Westminster  :  {  On  the  Saturday  morning  the 
King  left  the  Wardrobe,  and  went  to  Westminster,  where  he  and  all  the  lords 
heard  mass  in  the  Abbey.  In  this  church  there  is  a  statue  of  our  Lady  in 
a  small  chapel,  that  has  many  virtues  and  performs  great  miracles,  in  which  the 
kings  of  England  have  much  faith.  The  King,  having  paid  his  devotions  and 
made  his  offerings  to  this  shrine,  mounted  his  horse  about  nine  o'clock,  as  did  the 
barons  who  were  with  him.' 
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Bishop  of  London  sought  everywhere  in  every  cathedral  church  for 
the  form  of  service,  but  in  vain :  only  in  the  church  of  Westminster 
could  he  find  the  complete  form. 

A  marginal  note  on  p.  18  informs  us  that  after  all  the  Bishop  of 
Norwich  did  the  right  thing.  On  17  April  he  received  the  standard 
of  the  Cross  in  the  church  of  Westminster,  and  carried  it  himself 
some  way  out  of  the  monastery,  and  proceeded  with  a  vast  multitude 
to  St.  Paul's,  and  thence,  after  a  solemn  mass,  proceeded  towards  the 
sea.  'On  that  day',  the  note  adds,  'the  Abbot  and  Convent  of 
Westminster  lost  their  temporalities,  and  thereafter  till  the  feast 
of  Peter  and  Paul  in  the  following  year  they  were  in  the  hands  of  the 
King,  who,  however,  owing  to  the  mediation  of  friends,  took  no  profit 
therefrom.  For  they  lost  their  temporalities  because  they  had  pur- 
sued their  cause  in  the  Roman  court  against  the  Dean  and  Canons 
of  St.  Stephen  within  the  palace  contrary  to  the  royal  prohibition '. 
In  the  Chamberlain's  roll  for  1382-3  I  find  it  entered  that  certain 
monks  got  but  half-a-crown  in  bread  and  wine  when  they  celebrated 
their  First  Masses — 'et  non  plus  quia  temporalia  fuerunt  in  manu 
domini  regis  illo  tempore.' 

[June]  1384  (p.  45).  The  French  envoys,  who  were  passing  to  Scotland 
through  England,  were  by  the  King's  command  permitted  freely  to 
inspect  the  regalia  of  the  King  and  Queen,  which  were  kept  in  the 
Abbey.  The  special  interest  in  the  regalia  seems  to  have  begun  with 
King  Richard  II ;  we  shall  hear  of  them  again  from  our  chronicler. 
And  we  may  note  that  one  of  the  monks  of  this  period,  William 
Sudbury,  wrote  a  treatise  on  their  history  in  the  form  of  a  letter  to 
the  King,  who  had  asked  questions  about  them.  This  treatise  is 
embodied  in  the  third  book  of  the  Speculum  of  Richard  Cirencester, 
who  was  also  a  contemporary  monk  of  Westminster. 

About  this  time  (p.  47)  William  Estsex,  a  prominent  London 
magnate,  took  sanctuary  at  Westminster. 

3  Sept.  1385  (p.  66).  The  King  returning  from  Scotland,  before 
he  enters  his  own  palace,  comes  to  the  monastery  to  visit  St.  Edward, 
'visitare  sanctum  Edwardum,'  and  the  relics  there  laid  up  by  his 
predecessors. 

27  Nov.  1385  (p.  72).  News  reached  our  lord  the  King  of  the 
death  of  John  Bacon,  his  clerk,  at  Genoa,  who  had  been  sent  by 
the  King  and  his  council  to  the  Pope  to  take  away  the  privilege  in 
matters  of  debt  from  the  Church  of  Westminster :  wherefore  John 
Waltham,  clerk  of  the  rolls,  sought  pardon  from  the  Abbot  and 
Convent  of  Westminster,  earnestly  requesting  them  to  be  merciful 
and  forgiving.  Since  he  was  cut  off  by  death  his  purpose  in  this  and 
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other  matters  fell  through.  The  same  day  the  King  ordered  a 
solemn  mass  at  Westminster  for  his  clerk  aforesaid.  He  had 
'Placebo'  and  'Dirige'  sung  there  for  his  soul  the  previous  day, 
and  on  both  days  he  was  himself  present  in  the  choir. 

2  Jan.  1386  (p.  77).  The  King  came  from  Eltham  with  the  King 
of  Armenia  to  Westminster,  and  though  night  had  fallen  brought 
him  into  the  Abbey  by  candlelight  and  took  him  to  the  shrine ;  he 
also  showed  him  the  regalia  with  which  he  had  been  crowned.  On 
the  13th  the  two  kings  were  present  (p.  79)  at  the  consecration  of 
Walter  Skyrlowe,  the  clerk  of  the  privy  seal,  to  the  bishopric  of 
Chester  (or,  as  we  should  say,  of  Lichfield). 

29  Nov.  1386  (p.  89).  On  this  day  died  Abbot  Lytlington,  and 
on  17  Dec.  he  was  buried.  Meantime  the  King  sent  thrice  to  the 
Prior  and  Convent  to  commend  to  them  brother  John  Lakyngheth. 
On  21  Dec.  the  election  was  held  'per  viam  compromissi'  [i.e.  by 
entrusting  the  choice  to  certain  selected  monks],  and  William 
Colchester,  the  Archdeacon,  was  elected  Abbot.  The  King,  hearing 
this,  was  angry,  and  for  some  time  refused  to  admit  him,  but  by  the 
mediation  of  friends  he  was  afterwards  reconciled,  and  wrote  in 
sufficiently  gracious  terms  to  the  Roman  court  on  his  behalf. 

This  is  a  new  piece  of  our  domestic  history.  Flete  breaks  off  with 
Abbot  Lytlington,  and  only  tells  us  that  the  Abbot's  temporalities 
were  not  restored  for  more  than  three-quarters  of  a  year,  i.e.  not  till 
10  Sept.  1387.  The  Liber  Niger  Quaternus  confirms  the  date  of 
Lytlington's  death,  but  says  that  the  instrument  of  Colchester's 
election  was  made  on  10  December.  Perhaps  the  election  began  on 
that  day,  and  was  not  completed  till  the  21st  owing  to  the  King's 
insistence  on  Lakyngheth's  behalf. 

On  p.  98  we  learn  that  the  Pope,  in  spite  of  much  entreaty,  refused 
for  some  time  to  confirm  William  Colchester's  election,  wishing  to 
annul  the  proceedings  and  appoint  by  papal  provision.  The  King's 
ambassador,  Robert  Rounhale  at  last  carried  the  point,  and  the 
Abbot  got  his  bulls  on  1  Sept.  1387.  Immediately  after  this  the 
Pope's  collector  in  England,  Cosmas  Gentili,  newly  made  Arch- 
bishop of  Ravenna,  entered  the  Curia  and  persuaded  the  Pope  to 
insist  on  personal  attendance  of  prelates  elect  before  confirmation. 
Westminster  was  only  just  in  time :  St.  Augustine's  Canterbury,  who 
had  already  waited  a  year,  were  told  that  their  new  Abbot  must 
appear  in  person.  Colchester  was  installed  on  St.  Edward's  eve, 
12  Oct.,  and  celebrated  high  mass  on  the  festival,  and  then  made 
a  great  banquet  to  all  comers  in  the  Abbofs  hall  (i.e.  the  new  hall 
which  his  predecessor  had  built). 
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Here  is  a  picturesque  scene  from  p.  104.  The  citizens  of  London 
had  promised  to  stand  by  the  King ;  he  entered  the  city  on  10  Novem- 
ber of  this  same  year.  To  meet  him  came  the  mayor  and  chief 
citizens  all  in  one  suit  of  white  and  red :  they  rode  through  the  city 
before  him  and  came  as  far  as  the  Mews  at  Charing.  There  the 
King  dismounted  and  put  off  his  shoes,  as  did  the  Archbishop  of 
York,  Robert  de  Vere,  and  Michael  de  la  Pole ;  and  barefoot  they 
walked  to  the  Abbey  church.  The  Abbot  and  Convent  came  in  copes 
to  meet  him  as  far  as  the  King's  Gate :  carpets  were  laid  from  that 
point  to  the  church :  when  the  King  had  made  his  devotions  he  went 
back  to  his  palace. 

19  Feb.  1388  (p.  167).  We  have  now  come  to  the  rising  of  the 
lords  against  the  King,  and  their  successful  attack  on  his  advisers  and 
supporters.  In  the  Parliament  of  1388  the  three  persons  named 
above, — the  Archbishop  of  York,  the  Duke  of  Ireland,  and  the  Earl 
of  Suffolk — were  accused,  together  with  two  prominent  citizens  of 
London,  Robert  Tresilyan  and  Nicholas  Brembre.  At  this  point  we 
have  another  Westminster  scene.  A  commission  having  found 
Brembre  not  guilty,  the  lords  were  enraged:  quite  unexpectedly 
at  that  moment  it  became  known  that  Robert  Tresilyan,  who  had 
disappeared,  was  in  sanctuary  at  the  Abbey.  The  lords,  with  a  great 
mob,  rushed  across;  but  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  arrested  Robert 
Tresilyan  and  saved  him  from  being  torn  in  pieces.  He  was  taken 
out  of  sanctuary  and  brought  over  to  the  Woolstaple.  He  was 
pressed  to  say  whether  sanctuary  at  Westminster  could  protect  a 
traitor  to  King  and  realm:  he  persisted  in  saying  that  it  could, 
because  it  was  for  charges  of  this  kind  that  the  privilege  had  been 
chiefly  conceded.  The  lords  supposed  that  he  had  said  this  merely 
for  his  own  personal  safety,  and  refused  to  credit  his  assertion.  They 
took  him  at  once  before  the  full  parliament.  He  was  condemned  and 
hung  the  same  day. 

The  next  day  Brembre  met  with  the  same  fate :  his  pious  bearing 
at  his  execution  is  noted  by  our  chronicler.  It  is  interesting  to  find 
that  nine  years  afterwards  the  King  gave  Abbot  Colchester  Nicholas 
Brembre's  property  at  Stanes  (Lib.  Nig.  Quat.  f.  85  b). 

The  question  of  sanctuary  in  treason  cases  was  now  raised,  and  on 
18  April  1388  (p.  173)  the  King,  who  was  at  Kennington,  sent  for  the 
Westminster  charters  and  privileges,  and  the  matter  was  debated. 
The  Chancellor  and  the  Bishop  of  Winchester  spoke  against  the  privi- 
lege ;  but  the  King  declared  in  the  end  that  they  who  took  Robert 
Tresilyan  had  incurred  excommunication.  Our  chronicler  takes  this 
opportunity  of  applauding  King  Richard's  zeal  for  the  Church. 
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Further  executions  took  place  12  May  (p.  177) ;  notably  of  John 
Beauchamp,  James  Berners,  and  John  Salesbury.  The  first  of  these  was 
buried  in  the  Monastery  of  St.  Mary, '  apud  Wyrcestriam '  (apparently 
the  only  mention  of  Worcester  in  our  document),  the  last  two  in  the 
chapel  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  in  Westminster  Abbey. 

On  the  15th  of  May  (p.  178)  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  and  Sir  John 
Cobham,  stricken  in  conscience  in  regard  to  Tresilyan's  arrest,  humbled 
themselves  to  the  Lord  Abbot,  promising  such  satisfaction  as  they 
could  make. 

We  have  gone  nearly  two-thirds  through  our  document;  in  the 
hundred  pages  which  remain  the  references  to  Westminster  are  yet  more 
frequent  and  more  elaborate.  But  I  must  not  burden  you  with  their 
examination.  One  more  I  shall  give  you,  first,  because  it  is  in  itself 
curiously  unimportant ;  secondly,  because  within  the  last  few  weeks 
evidence  has  turned  up  to  support  it ;  and  thirdly,  because  in  it  our 
chronicler  seems  to  me  to  declare  himself  a  monk  of  Westminster — 
habemus  reum  confitentem. 

We  have  just  discovered  a  batch  of  Coronation  papers  which  have 
been  stored  away  only  too  carefully  for  the  past  seventy  years. 
Among  them  was  one,  crumbled  into  powdery  fragments,  which  at 
first  seemed  past  recognition,  but  which  was  arranged  and  placed 
under  glass  by  that  extraordinary  manipulator  of  manuscript  frag- 
ments, Dr.  Edward  Scott's  assistant,  Mr.  Hunt,  whose  recent  loss  we 
and  our  friends  at  the  British  Museum  so  deeply  deplore.  By  the 
aid  of  photography,  and  by  comparison  of  the  passage  in  our  chronicler, 
to  which  I  was  happily  able  to  call  his  attention,  Dr.  Scott  has 
succeeded  in  reading  the  following  statement : 

Memorandum,  That  at  the  coronation  of  King  Richard  ...  in  the  eleventh 
year  of  his  age,  as  concerning  the  solemnities  required  at  his  coronation  many 
defects  are  found.  Imprimis,  one  shoe,  of  the  right  foot,  was  lost  by  the  negli- 
gence and  defect  of  Sir  Simon  Burle  knight,  who  carried  the  said  King  on  his 
shoulders  from  the  church,  to  wit  from  the  place  of  his  coronation  to  his  palace, 
contrary  to  ancient  custom,  the  Abbot  of  the  place  protesting.  Other  defects . . . 
in  other  parts  of  the  regalia  are  plainly  manifest  to  the  eye,  which  need  repairing. 
Wherefore  the  said  King  Richard  must  be  told,  when  he  has  come  to  his  ...  so 
that  defects  of  this  kind  which  have  happened  in  his  time  may  be  repaired. 

King  Richard  was  told,  for  when  we  turn  to  our  chronicler,  on 
p.  222  we  read  : 

On  10  March  [1390]  the  King  sent  to  Westminster  one  pair  of  shoes  made  of 
red  velvet,  adorned  with  pearls  in  a  pattern  of  fleurs  de  lys,  blessed  by  Pope 
Urban  VI  shortly  before  his  decease,  to  be  laid  up  with  the  other  regalia  of  the 
coronation  kept  in  the  monastery.  It  is  the  rule  for  the  King  at  once  after  the 
coronation  to  go  into  the  vestry,  lay  aside  his  regalia,  and  assume  other  garments 
with  which  he  is  clothed  by  his  grooms  of  the  bedchamber,  and  thence  to  return 
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by  a  shorter  way  to  his  palace.  But  the  contrary  was  done  at  the  coronation  of 
this  King,  and  done  amiss.  For  a  certain  knight,  called  Sir  Simon  Burle,  at  the 
end  of  the  coronation  took  the  King  in  his  arms  still  clothed  in  his  regalia  ;  and 
entering  the  palace  by  the  King's  Gate,  the  crowds  closing  in  and  thronging  him 
as  he  went,  he  carelessly  lost  one  of  the  blessed  shoes  of  the  regalia.  Therefore  let 
our  people  take  care  in  future  ('  Igitur  nostrates  caveant  in  posterum ')  that  on  no 
account  they  allow  the  King  to  go  outside  the  church  with  the  regalia,  but  see 
that,  as  the  custom  is,  he  return  to  the  vestry  when  the  coronation  is  completed, 
and  there  decently  lay  aside  his  regal  ornaments. 

I  hope  that  you  will  allow  that  I  have  made  out  my  case,  and  that 
we  at  Westminster  may  reckon  this  chronicler  among  our  brethren 
(nostrates)  of  six  centuries  ago.  Can  we  go  further,  and  give  him  a 
name  ? 

From  the  Chamberlain's  roll  of  1392-3  we  gather  that  we  had  in 
that  year  about  forty-seven  monks.  The  series  of  these  rolls  is 
incomplete,  and  the  next  preserved  is  that  of  1399-1400.  Two 
writers  at  least  are  among  the  monks  of  that  period,  Richard  of 
Cirencester  and  William  of  Sudbury.  These  have  naturally  the  first 
claim  on  our  consideration. 

Richard  of  Cirencester  is  chiefly  famous  for  a  book  he  never  wrote — 
De  situ  Britanniae,  a  clever  fabrication  of  the  eighteenth  century. 
His  own  book  was  called  Speculum  Jiistoriale  de  gestis  regum 
Angllae.  His  zeal  for  Westminster  is  attested  by  the  devotion  of 
the  whole  of  his  fourth  book  to  Edward  the  Confessor.  Indeed  after 
this  his  energy  as  a  compiler  was  exhausted,  and  he  seems  never  to 
have  carried  his  project  further.  The  first  portion  (prima  pars)  of 
the  Speculum  appears  among  the  books  sent  us  from  Avignon  when 
Simon  Langham  died.  Book  I,  therefore, — possibly  Books  I  and  II— 
must  be  dated  before  1376 :  but  Book  III  was  not  written  till  some 
years  later,  for  it  embodies  a  letter  of  William  of  Sudbury  to  King 
Richard  II. 

Professor  J.  E.  B.  Mayor,  in  the  second  volume  of  his  edition  of 
Richard  of  Cirencester  (Rolls  Series,  1869),  brought  together  various 
items  of  information  as  to  this  author  which  had  been  discovered  by 
Widmore  * :  but  to  this  account  a  good  deal  can  now  be  added. 
He  first  appears  as  R.  Circestre  in  the  Infirmarer's  roll  of  1354-5.2 

1  His  preface  gives  some  interesting  facts  as  to  Richard  Widmore,  the  learned 
librarian  of  Westminster  Abbey  in  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

2  He  is  in  the  Chamberlains'  rolls  for  1355-6, 1356-7,  1362-3,  1363-4,  1364-5, 
1379-80,  1382-3,  1392-3,  1399-1400,  1400-1.     These  are  the  only  extant  rolls 
of  the  period  :  before  and  after  them  are  the  rolls  for  1346-7  and  1418-9.     He 
sung  his  first  mass  in  1361-2  (Infirmarer's  roll),  and  took  his  seat  ( ad  skillam ' 
in  the  Refectory  in  1365-6  (Cellarer's  roll).     He  was  in  the  Infirmary  for  three 
days  in  Aug.  1389,  and  underwent  some  surgical  treatment.     He  was  there 
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He  was  one  of  the  two  Westminster  monks  who  were  studying  at 
Oxford  in  1364-5,  In  the  Chamberlain's  roll  of  1382-3  we  find  him 
getting  a  '  double  portion1,  like  the  Prior ;  and  by  this  time,  as  we  have 
seen,  he  had  made  his  mark  as  an  author.  On  21  December  1391  he 
obtained  from  Abbot  Colchester  a  licence  to  visit  Rome  and  other 
places  on  the  Continent.  In  this  document,  which  is  printed  in  full 
from  Widmore  by  Professor  Mayor,  the  Abbot  declares  that  he  has 
had  experience  of  his  excellent  conduct  for  thirty  years  and  more.1 
Whether  this  journey  was  undertaken  or  not,  we  do  not  know.  The 
Abbot  himself,  according  to  our  chronicler,  started  for  Rome  the  very 
next  day  (p.  264).  It  may  be  that  Richard  went  with  him ;  but  it  is 
equally  possible  that,  as  the  Abbot  was  to  be  abroad  for  two  years, 
he  got  his  licence  by  way  of  precaution  in  advance.  The  next  we 
hear  of  him  is  that  he  is  in  the  Infirmary  for  three  days  in  March 
1393.  Finally,  the  Infirmarer's  roll  shows  us  that  he  died  early  in 
1400,  the  last  payment  for  him  being  made  in  the  month  of 
January.2 

Are  we  to  attribute  our  chronicle  to  him?  It  certainly  contains 
better  stuff  than  the  Speculum,  which  is  a  very  careless  compilation. 
On  the  other  hand  the  Speculum  itself  lays  great  stress  on  the  privi- 
leges of  sanctuary,  and  has  a  striking  passage  on  the  way  in  which 
the  moderns  (moderni)  cease  not  to  assail  them  from  day  to  day,  '  but 
in  vain,  methinks  ;  for  though  the  bark  of  Peter  is  sometimes  tossed 
by  waves,  it  cannot  sink,  because  God  puts  His  hand  beneath  it."1  3 

We  go  on  to  William  of  Sudbury,  whom  we  have  mentioned  already 
in  passing.  He  was  one  of  our  two  monks  at  Oxford  from  1378  till 
1387.  In  1386  and  again  in  1387  he  came  home  to  preach  and 
returned ;  and  in  December  1386  he  came  back  specially  for  the 
election  of  the  new  Abbot.4  After  this  he  left  Oxford,  where  he 
had  taken  the  degree  of  Bachelor  in  Theology.  From  a  note  in 
Liber  Niger  Quaternus  (f.  88)  we  learn  that  in  1389  he  drafted 
a  letter  from  the  King  to  Pope  Urban  VI 5  for  the  confirmation 

again  for  six  days  from  25  Dec.  1390.  He  held  the  office  of  Keeper  of  the  Lady 
Chapel  in  1382,  and  in  1388  he  and  William  of  Sudbury,  with  two  younger  monks, 
drew  up  the  great  Inventory  of  the  Vestry,  which  has  been  edited  by  Dr. 
Wickham  Legg  (Archaeologia,  lii.  1890). 

1  William  Colchester  (Abbot  1386-1420)  first  appears  in  the  Chamberlain's 
roll  of  1362-3,  but  the  next  preceding  roll  is  that  of  1356-7. 

2  In  a  list  of  benefactions  in  Lib,  Nig.  Quat.  f.  92  b  we  read  :  '  Prater  Ricardus 
Circestre  fieri  fecit  picturam  (xl«  inserted  above  the  line}  tabule  altaris  sancte 
Helene  et  ymaginis  beate  Marie  pro  iii  marcis.' 

3  Speculum  iv.  18,  p.  250. 

4  These  items  are  from  the  Treasurers'  rolls. 

8  The  letter  was  sealed  at  Windsor  on  1  Sept.  ;  the  Pope  died  oil  15  Oct. 
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of  the  privileges  of  the  Abbey.  This  was  probably  an  elaborate 
document,  replete  with  arguments  and  precedents,  and  the  author 
of  the  Tract  on  the  Regalia  was  the  proper  person  to  compose  it. 
In  1391-2  he  rides  to  Canterbury  to  see  the  Prior  about  the  scholars' 
house  at  Oxford ;  and  also  to  Windsor,  to  interview  the  King  with 
regard  to  the  controversy  about  the  Chapel  of  St.  Stephen  in  the 
Palace  at  Westminster.  In  1392-3  he  went  again  to  Canterbury 
about  the  house  at  Oxford,  and  in  this  year  he  was  Treasurer  of  the 
Abbey.  The  last  mention  of  him  that  I  have  found  is  as  Refectorer l 
in  1412-13. 

The  Tract  on  the  Regalia  is  addressed  to  King  Richard  II,  and 
discusses  in  scholastic  fashion  the  vexed  question  whether  the 
regalia  date  from  King  Alfred  or  from  St.  Edward.  The  writer 
decides  for  the  earlier  monarch.  He  also  deals  with  the  privilege 
of  Westminster  as  the  place  of  coronations,  and  the  documents 
he  cites  show  that  he  has  access  to  the  Abbey  archives.2  We 
may  accordingly  place  the  work  after  his  return  from  Oxford ;  but 
we  can  hardly  judge  from  its  laboured  style  how  he  could  have 
written  contemporary  history.  Richard  of  Cirencester  introduces 
him  to  his  readers  as  '  venerabilis  vir  et  in  sacrae  theologiae  pagina 
eleganter  doctus'.3 

On  the  whole  I  am  not  much  inclined  to  identify  our  chronicler 
with  either  of  these  writers.  I  think  he  was  more  accurate  than  the 
compiler  of  the  Speculum,  and  more  matter-of-fact  than  the  Bachelor 

1  See  roll  of  Novum  opus  for  that  year. 

2  He  quotes,  e.  g.    the  letter  of  Gwalo,  the  papal  legate,  regarding  the 
coronation  of  King  Henry  III,  which  took  place,  for  exceptional  reasons,  at  Glou- 
cester.    The  original  of  this  has  recently  been  rediscovered  (Munim.  Coron.  I). 

3  Speculum  in.  3,  p.  26.     Widmore,  Hist,  of  Westminster  Abbey ,  p.  112,  speaks 
of  him  as  '  so  far  an  author  as  to  make  tables  or  indexes  to  Lyra  and  Thomas 
Aquinas'  :    Dart,   Westmonasterium  ii.  p.  xxviii,  says  that  he  'wrote  of  the 
Properties  of  the  Saints '.     But  neither  of  them  gives  his  authority.     The  follow- 
ing notes,  therefore,  may  here  be  added  : 

(1)  Tanner's  Bibliotheca  (1748).     Tabulam  super  Lyram  :  hanc  vidit  in  biblio- 
theca  ecclesiae  S.  Petri  Westmon.  Lelandus,  Collect,  in.  p.  145.     Tabulas  Gul. 
Sudbury  S.  T.  baccalaurei,  monachi  Westmon.,  super  omnes  libros  S.  Thomae  de 
Aquino  (Royal  MSS.  9.  F.  iv).     Opus  16  annorum.  Pr.  '  Ut  quorundam  vestrum 
novit '.     Opponens  erat  in  theologia  Oxoniae  A.  MCCCLXXXII. 

(2)  Bale's  Index  Scriptorum  (Oxf.   1902,  Poole  and  Bateson).     Guilhelmus 
Sudbury,  monachus  Westmon.  scripsit  Summam  seu  directorium  de  proprietatibus 
sanctorum  :    '  Abscondere,  et  quatuor  sunt  que  abscondi '.      Ex  domo  Ricardi 
Grafton. 

(3)  Cambridge,  Univ.  Libr.  Ee.  5.  11  (f.  246)  :  the  second,  and  fuller,  of  two 
Tables  or  Indexes  to  the  Pupilla  Oculi  is  headed  :  '  Hec  tabula  facta  per  fratrem 
Willelmum   Sudbery   monachum   Westmon'  super   pupillam  oculi  editam  per 
magistrum  Johannem  Burght  et  magistrum  Alanum  Tylneye,' 
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of  Divinity.  Moreover,  each  of  these  lived  into  the  next  century, 
whereas  our  chronicle  comes  to  a  sudden  end  in  the  middle  of  1394. 
This  is  the  more  to  be  observed  because,  though  John  Malvern  became 
Prior  of  Worcester  in  1395,  our  writer  calls  him  simply  *  a  monk  of 
Worcester.'  It  seems  as  though  the  chronicle  were  written  up  to 
date,  and  accordingly  I  prefer  to  look  for  its  author  among  the  nine 
monks  who  appear  in  the  Chamberlain's  roll  of  1392-3,  but  are 
missing  from  the  next  extant  roll,  that  of  1399-1400.  Of  these 
the  two  most  noteworthy  names  are  Thomas  Merks  and  John 
Lakyngheth. 

Thomas  Merks  became  Bishop  of  Carlisle  in  1397,  and  is  known  to 
history.  He  and  Abbot  Colchester  went  with  the  King  to  Ireland  in 
1399,  and  Shakespeare  has  familiarized  us  with  the  stand  which  he 
made  for  his  old  master  on  the  accession  of  King  Henry  IV.1  He 
was  deprived  of  his  bishopric,  but  the  Pope  gave  him  a  titular  see ; 
then  Henry  forgave  him,  and  he  held  English  benefices  till  his  death 
in  1409.  A  few  notices  of  him  can  be  gathered  from  the  Abbey 
records.  He  appears  in  our  Chamberlains'  rolls  of  1379-80,  1382-3, 
1392-3.  The  Treasurers'  rolls  show  that  he  was  at  Oxford  in  1392-3 
and  the  following  year.2  We  learn  from  them  further  that  in 
1395-6,  for  what  reason  we  do  not  know,  he  was  granted  by  the 
Abbot  and  Convent  a  pension  of  £%Q ;  and  in  the  following  year  this 
pension  is  entered  as  paid  to  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Carlisle.  He  must 
have  had  some  specially  close  connexion  with  Abbot  Colchester,  for 
in  the  Prior  of  Hurley's  grant  for  Colchester's  anniversary  (1411) 
there  is  a  clause  directing  mention  of  the  names  of  'Reginald  and 
Alice  his  parents  and  Thomas  Merkes  late  bishop  of  Carlisle.'  More- 
over, to  one  of  his  old  servants  the  Abbot  seems  to  have  entrusted  a 
letter  to  the  Roman  court.3 

A  chronicle  which  closes  in  1394  might  well  be  the  work  of 
a  monk  who  left  us  for  a  bishopric  in  1397.  But  perhaps  a  better 
candidate  for  the  honour  of  authorship  is  John  Lakyngheth.  He 
was  clearly  a  person  of  first-rate  importance  in  the  Abbey,  and  our 
chronicle  has  told  us  that  the  King  pressed  him  upon  the  monks  when 
William  Colchester  was  elected  Abbot. 

We  first  hear  of  John  Lakyngheth  in  1362,  when  he  was  Warden 

1  Richard  II,  Act  IV,  Sc.  i. 

2  '  Et  solutum  fratri  Thome  Merks  studienti  Oxonie  pro  expensis  suis  factis 
circa  introitum  ad  sentencias,  x/t '  (Tr.  Roll,  1392-3). 

*  Et  datum  cuidam  homini  quondam  commoranti  cum  episcopo  Karlill' 
nomine  Heurico  deferenti  literas  ad  curiam,  vis  vi'ild '  (Abbot's  Receiver's  Roll, 
141(5  7). 
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of  the  Household  (Gustos  hospicn)  to  the  new  Abbot,  Nicholas 
Lytlington,  who  succeeded  Simon  Langham  in  April  of  that  year. 
He  seems  to  have  held  this  office  and  that  of  Abbot's  Treasurer  until 
November  1371.  This  was  a  great  period  of  rebuilding.  Already, 
as  Prior,  Lytlingfcon  had  been  pressing  forward  the  work  of  the 
south  and  west  cloisters,  and  they  were  finished  in  1365,  three  years 
after  he  became  Abbot.  The  great  entrance  in  the  S.W.  corner, 
and  the  Abbot's  Camera  above  it,  were  reconstructed  in  these  same 
years  (1362-5);  and  before  John  Lakyngheth  had  ceased  to  superin- 
tend his  household  the  rebuilding  of  the  rest  of  the  house  —  the 
present  Deanery  —  had  begun  (1370-1). 

For  the  next  ten  years  Lakyngheth  was  the  senior  of  the  two 
Treasurers  of  the  Convent,  and  we  find  him  making  considerable 
payments  for  repairs  in  the  privy  dorter  and  the  kitchen.  Before  he 
laid  down  his  office,  we  find  from  the  Liber  Niger  Quaternus  (f.  85b) 
that  he  '  inspected  the  account-rolls  of  all  the  officers  of  Westminster 
and  set  them  at  their  true  annual  values'.  On  f.  140  we  find  a  table 
for  the  fourth  and  fifth  years  of  King  Richard  II,  which  explains  this 
undertaking.  His  method  was  to  take  an  average  of  the  past  seven 
years,  and  deduct  from  the  amounts  received  the  sums  required  for 
necessary  expenses.  The  resultant  values  are  given,  with  the  deduc- 
tion of  tenths  for  the  King  when  these  had  to  be  paid.  The  object 
was  to  discover  what  monies  were  available  for  '  the  work  of  the  new 
church  '  (that  is,  the  rebuilding  of  the  nave),  beside  what  might  be 
assigned  by  the  Abbot  and  Convent  to  the  repair  and  building 
of  houses.  The  sum  total  is  £%65,  or  when  tenths  were  paid, 


After  this,  from  1382  to  1387,  he  was  Cellarer,  and  we  find  him 
paying  large  sums  for  a  new  Grange,  and  also  building  a  mysterious 
'domus  circa  le  Wodevyne'  at  a  cost  of  ^130.  He  pays  also  for 
a  new  Gate  with  a  house  over  it  —  the  predecessor  of  the  S.E.  Gate 
of  Dean's  Yard  —  and  part  of  the  cost  of  the  bridge  outside  —  which 
was  recently  disclosed  when  the  foundations  of  the  Cowley  Fathers' 
new  house  were  being  laid.  During  this  period  he  received  on  one 
occasion  (1383-4)  £%QO  from  the  internal  treasury  '  for  transacting 
certain  matters  for  the  good  of  the  church  of  Westminster  V  To- 
wards the  close  of  it,  in  1386,  he  was  disappointed  of  the  Abbot's 
place  ;  but  it  is  interesting  to  note  that,  perhaps  by  way  of  solatium, 
he  succeeded  to  the  pension  of  six  marks  vacated  by  William 
Colchester,  and  also  was  granted  for  the  term  of  his  life  the  profits 

1  Lib.  N.  Q.  f.  145  b. 
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(ten  shillings  per  annum)  of  an  osier-bed,  which  was  on  a  little  island 
where  the  Church  House  now  stands.1 

Once  again  he  took  up  the  office  of  Treasurer  to  the  Convent 
(1387-92).2  In  1392-3  he  must  have  been  seriously  ill ;  for  the 
Infirmarer's  roll  tells  us  that  a  doctor  was  called  in  '  ad  videndum 
statum  fratris  Johannis  Lakyngheth'.  He  seems  to  have  lived  on 
quietly  without  office  until  1396,  when  he  died  shortly  before 
Easter.3 

I  have  lingered  over  John  Lakyngheth,  for  he  deserves  to  be 
rescued  from  oblivion.4  Whether  he  devoted  his  few  years  of 
leisure  to  the  continuation  of  John  Malvern's  work,  we  shall  perhaps 
never  know.  The  mention  of  his  name  in  connexion  with  the 
vacancy  in  1386  is  fully  compatible  with  his  authorship,  and  there 
are  several  passages  in  the  chronicle  which  bear  on  the  treasure  and 
finances  of  the  church. 

1  Treasurers'  roll,  1386-7,  cf.  Lib.  N.  Q.  f.85b:  Cellarer's  roll,  1387-8. 

2  From  1372  to  1392  he  was  the  senior  of  the  two  Wardens  of  the  Manors  of 
Queen  Eleanor.     This  office,  after  the  necessary  expenditure  on  candles  for  the 
Queen's  tomb  and  other  charges  of  her  anniversary,  showed  a  yearly  profit  so 
great  that  at  this  time  a  distribution  was  made  to  each  of  the  monks  of  sixty  and 
sometimes  seventy  shillings. 

3  Treasurers'  roll,  1395-6.     From  1384  to  1390  the  new  Cellarium  was  being 
built  for  £500,  to  be  followed  in  the  next  four  years  by  the  new  Malthouse  at 
a  cost  of  more  than  £700. 

4  It  may  be  mentioned  as  a  coincidence  that  John  Lakyngheth,  a  monk  of 
Bury,  who  was  murdered  by  the  rioters  at  the  time  of  Wat  Tyler's  rebellion,  was 
the  compiler  of  a  Register  of  his  abbey  which  is  still  preserved.     There  was 
a  William  Lakyngheth  at  Westminster,  who  was  sacrist  from  1356  to  1359,  and 
died  in  1360-1.     Edmund  Lakyngheth,  Escheator  in  co.  Suffolk,  receives  a  royal 
precipe  in  1391  to  hand  over  to  Westminster  Abbey  the  alien  Priory  of  Stoke 
iuxta  Clare  (Munim.  6226).     And  a  third  John  Lakyngheth  appears  in  a  long  and 
mutilated  roll  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Chivalry  (1392-1396),  as 
representing  the  Constable  of  England  in  a  case  between  John  Shakel  and 
Maude,  the  sister  of  the  murdered  Robert  Hawley  (Munim.  5958).     Lakenheath 
is  a  village  in  Suffolk,  six  miles  N.E.  of  Mildenhall.         * 


APPENDIX 

THE  following  passages  of  this  chronicle  have  a  special  Westminster 
interest,  and  may  serve  as  pieces  justificatives*  I  give  references  to  the 
pages  of  Dr.  Lumby's  edition  (Higden,  Polychromcon,  vol.  ix) ;  but  I  have 
collated  the  passages  afresh  with  the  manuscript  in  Corpus  Christ! 
College. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Librarian,  Mr.  C.  W.  Moule,  I  have  been 
able  to  examine  the  manuscript  with  some  care.  It  forms  part  of 
a  quarto  codex  (no.  197)  which  is  composed  of  very  diverse  elements, 
the  last  piece  being  the  famous  eighth  century  fragments  of  the  "Latin 
Gospels  with  Celtic  illuminations.  Our  chronicle  is  on  paper  with  a  fine 
water-mark  of  a  pomegranate  with  four  leaves.  It  commences  at  the  top 
of  the  second  folio.  On  the  first  folio  we  have  : 

1.  A  list  of  the  children  of  King  Edward  III.     A  similar  list  is  found 
in  the  Liber  Niger  Quaternus,  f.  92,  as  explanatory  of  the  figures  on  the 
king's  tomb. 

2.  Memorial  verses  of  the  Kings  of  England,  as  follows  : 

'  Will  con  Willelmus  Hen  Stephan  Henque  secundus 
Ri  Johan  Henricus  Edward  tres  Rique  secundus.' 

3.  A  letter  from  King  Edward  I  to  the  Abbot  of  Westminster,  sending 
transcripts  of  two  letters  in  French,  in  which  the  Scottish  lords  recognize 
the   suzerainty  of  the   English  king.     These  letters,  dated    1291,    are 
printed  in  Rymer's  Foedera,  II.  529. 

'  Edwardus  dei  gratia  rex  Anglie,  dominus  Hibernie,  et  dux  Acquitanie, 
dilectis  sibi  in  Christo  abbati  et  conventui  Westmon'  salutem.  Mittimus 
vobis  sub  sigillo  scaccarii  nostri  presentibus  appenso  transcripta  qua- 
rundam  literarum  que  in  thesauraria  nostra  resident  tenorem  qui 
sequitur.  A  touz  ceux,  etc. 

Unde  vobis  mandamus  quod  eadem  faciatis  in  cronicis  vestris  ad 
perpetuam  rei  geste  memoriam  annotari.  Teste  magistro  Willelmo  de 
Marchia  thesaurario  nostro  aput  Westmon'  ix  die  Julii  anno  regni 
nostri  decimo  nono  per  breve  de  private  sigillo.' 

This  letter  is  a  further  proof  that  we  are  dealing  with  a  Westminster 
book.  The  verso  of  this  first  leaf  contains  some  accounts  in  French,  but 
I  cannot  discover  anything  in  them  to  connect  them  with  the  Abbey. 

The  collation  of  the  book  shows  that  the  gatherings  are  imperfect,  but 
no  written  leaves  are  missing.  The  writing  ends  at  the  bottom  of  the 
last  leaf  but  one,  the  last  leaf  being  left  blank.  Throughout  the  book 
the  original  hand  has  made  a  number  of  corrections,  sometimes  in  the 

1  I  have  to  thank  the  Controller  of  His  Majesty's  Stationery  Office  for 
permission  to  reprint  from  the  Rolls  Series  edition. 
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text,  and  sometimes  by  way  of  addition  in  the  margins.  It  is  evident 
that  we  have  the  writer's ,  own  book,  and  possibly  no  fair  copy  of  it  was 
ever  made. 

[15  June  1381  ;  ed.  Lumby,  p.  4].  In  crastino  quippe,  quae  dies 
sabbati  erat,  saepe  nominata  turba  more  solito  omnes  penes  quos  ira 
movebantur  diligenti  indagatione  inquirebant,  apprehensos  decapitabant. 
Inter  quos  quemdam  Ricardum  Ymmeworthe  senescallum  de  Marchalsie, 
ad  ecclesiam  Westmonasteriensem  causa  suae  salutis  confugientem  et 
columnas  feretri  amplexantem,  violenter  a  tarn  sacrato  loco  extraxerunt,  et 
extractum  sine  aliquo  judicii  processu  decollaverunt  in  medio  Chepe.  Sed 
sanctus  Edwardus  irrogatam  sibi  injuriam  citissime  vindicavit,  in  suae 
sanctitatis  exaltationem  et  regni  consolationem.  Nam  post  horam 
ejusdam  diei  nonam  rex  in  tanta  rerum  turbine,  concomitantibus 
dominis  et  militibus,  cum  multo  civium  equitatu  ad  Westmonasterium 
causa  orationis  accessit  divinum  ad  feretrum  praedicti  regis  imploraturus 
auxilium  ubi  humanum  omnino  defuit  consilium.  Unde  accedenti  propius 
portae  monasterii  conventus  processionaliter  ibat  in  obviam.  Rexque 
equo  continue  descendens  flexis  genibus  crucem  quae  ante  conventum 
ferebatur  devote  cum  lacrimis  osculatus  est.  Dein  ad  feretrum  gloriosi 
regis  Edwardi  accessit,  moram  ibidem  in  oratione  pertrahendo.  Videres 
ibidem  dominos,  milites,  armigeros,  aliosque  innumeros  pia  devotione 
contendere  quis  ante  alium  sanctorum  reliquiis  ibidem  repositis  prius 
offerret,  quis  profusius  lacrimas  in  oratione  perfunderet.  Nee  defuit 
devotis  oratoribus,  meritis  sui  sancti  regis  Edwardi,  divinum  praesidium. 
Surgentes  ab  oratione  singuli  quandam  spem  et  confortationem  boni 
eventus  conceperunt :  sicque  animati  iterum  ad  civitatem  equitaverunt, 
et  ad  locum  qui  Planus  Campus  vocitatur  perrexerunt,  colloquium  habituri 
cum  duce  villanae  turbae.1 

[18  Jan.  1382  ;  p.  11].  Decimo  octavo  die  mensis  Januarii  cum  summo 
honore  Londoniensium  civium  recepta  fuit  soror  praedicti  Imperatoris,  et 
ad  Westmonasterium  cum  ingenti  gloria  perducta,  stratoris  officium  geren- 
tibus  dominis  [space  for  omitted  names] ;  residebat  enim  in  uno  dextrario ; 
quae  tertio  decimo  kalendas  Februarias  in  ecclesia  Westmonasteriensi  regi 
desponsata  est,  et  in  die  sancti  Vincentii  proxime  subsequente  [22  Jan.] 
per  manus  domini  Willelmi  Courteneye  archiepiscopi  in  reginam  corona- 
batur.  Desponsationis  peragebat  solemnia  episcopus  Londoniensis,  quare 
archiepiscopus  indignatus,  licet  injuste,  coronationis  sacra  complevit, 
quanquam  pallium  a  papa  nondum  obtinuerat.  De  ista  regina  sic  quidam 
scripsit  metrice  : 

Digna  frui  manna  datur  Anglis  nobilis  Anna. 

1  See  above,  p.  6.  The  question  of  sanctuary  engages  the  writer's  attention 
again  and  again  ;  see  below,  pp.  21,  24  ff.,  28,  30.  Just  before  this  extract  there 
is  written  in  the  margin  :  '  Atteiide  quod  isto  die  nitebantur  aerarium  regium  apud 
Westmouasterium/  i.  e.  on  Friday,  14  June. 


20        PROCEEDINGS   OF  THE  BRITISH  ACADEMY 

Sed  scrutantibus  verum  videbatur  non  dari  sed  potius  emi :  nam  non 
modicam  pecuniam  l  refundebat  rex  Angliae  pro  tantilla  carnis  portione. 

[26  Mar.  1382;  p.  12].  Venerunt  ambassiatores  praefati  et  succincta 
Gallorum  responsa  manifestarunt  in  concilio  celebrate  apud  Westmona- 
sterium  in  crastino  Annunciationis  beatae  Mariae,  ad  quod  vocati  fuerant 
per  regias  literas  abbas  Westmonasteriensis  et  alii  priores  de  London. 

[21  Dec.  1382  ;  p.  16].  Per  duos  dieset  tres  noctes  ante  festum  sancti 
Thomae  apostoli  indesinens  erat  inundatio  pluviarum,  unde  per  diversas 
partes  Angliae  in  tantum  augebatur  aquarum  discursus  ut  exinde 
sequeretur  frugum  et  aliarum  rerum  immensum  detrimentum.  In  die 
praedicti  apostoli  episcopus  Northwycensis  sumpsit  crucem  pariter  et 
erexit  in  ecclesia  sancti  Pauli  super  gradus  ante  ostium  chori,  peragente 
solemnia  episcopo  Londoniensi.  Ipso  die  clara  fuit  et  sine  nube  temperies, 
aliquod  felix  auspicium  offerens.  Et  quia  invisa  fuit  et  incognita  Anglis 
ista  solemnitas,  ubique  in  omni  ecclesia  cathedrali  scrutatus  est  episcopus 
formam  tanti  facti ;  sed  nullibi  reperiens  solum  in  ecclesia  Westmon- 
asteriensi  plenissimam  hujus  observantiam  invenit  formam. 

Rex  tenuit  Natale  apud  Westmonasterium  :  proposuerat  ipsum  tenuisse 
Wyndeshoram,  sed  impediebatur  aquarum  immensitate,  et  praefata  pluvia 
tanta  crevit  aquarum  immensitas  in  pluribus  locis  inopinate,  quod  demersit 
greges  ovium  et  armenta  diversa  pecudum,  et  in  adeo  se  levavit  in  altum 
quod  homines  vitae  suae  consulentes  solaria  altissima  domorum,  quidam 
arborum  cacumina  petiverunt.  Egit  rex  in  sceptris  pariter  et  regina 
in  ecclesia  Westmonasteriensi  in  die  Natali  inter  solemnia  missarum. 

[17  Apr.  1383;  p.  18  ;  in  head  margin  off.  137].  Septimo  decimo  die 
Aprilis  episcopus  Northwycensis  in  ecclesia  Westmonasteriensi  accepit 
vexillum  crucis  ac  illud  ipsemet  portavit  aliquantulum  extra  monasterium, 
processitque  cum  infinita  multitudine  ad  sanctum  Paulum.  Decantata 
ibidem  missa  solemni  continuavit  iter  suum  postmodum  versus  mare. 
Illo  quoque  die  abbas  et  conventus  Westmonasteriensis  perdiderant  sua 
temporalia,  et  abhinc  usque  festum  apostolorum  Petri  et  Pauli  anno 
revoluto  in  manu  regis  fuerunt ;  mediantibus  tamen  amicis  nihil  inde 
percepit.  Perdiderunt  namque  eorum  temporalia  quia  persecuti  sunt  jus 
eorum  in  curia  Romana  contra  decanum  et  collegium  sancti  Stephani 
situati  infra  palatium  contra  prohibitionem  regis.2 

[June  1384;  p,  44],     Quo  in  tempore  venerunt  in  Angliam  duo  viri 

1  modica  pecunia  cod. 

2  See  above,  p.  8.    The  following  extracts  from  the  Chamberlain's  roll  for 
1382-3  illustrate  the  foregoing  passages  :  (1)  After  certain  names  mentioned  we 
read,  '  et  non  plures,  quia  W.  Colcbestre,  W.  Halle  et  B.  Forde  non  habuerunt 
habitus  hoc  anno  ;  quia  W.  C.  et  W.  H.  fuerunt  Romae,  et  B.  F.  cum  croisoria' : 
(2)  Paid  to  J.  Cogesale,  R.  Tonworthe,  R.  Hermuridesworthe,  in  bread  and  wine 
on  celebration  of  First  Mass  ii*.  vid.,  '  et  non  plus,  quia  temporalia  fuerunt  in 
manu  domini  Regis  illo  tempore.' 
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valentes  de  Francia,  unus  clericus,  alter  miles,  cum  paucis  eorum  domesticis, 
et  salvo  conductu  usque  Scotiam  per  medium  Angliae  transierunt,  et  ab 
hinc  usque  ad  australes  partes  Angliae  pervagantes,  tarn  in  exeundo  quam 
in  redeundo  omnia  secreta  regni  quae  optabant  videre  libere  aspexerunt, 
in  tantum  quod  regalia  regis  et  reginae  apud  Westmonasterium  reposita 
rege  mandante  sunt  etiam  liquido  contemplati. 

[August  1384;  p.  47].  Relatum  est  etiam  quod  isti  [sc.  J.  More  et 
R.  Northbury]  ad  excitandam  seditionem  in  civitate  Londoniae  multi- 
pliciter  laborabant,  et  ideo  erant  capti ;  sed  Willelmus  Estsex  longe  ante 
causa  refugii  ad  Westmonasterium  caute  transivit. 

[3  Sept.  1385;  p.  66].  Tertio  die  Septembris  venit  rex  Loiidoniam, 
et  eodem  die  circa  horam  vesperorum  antequam  ingressus  fuerit  locum 
mansionis  accessit  ad  monasterium  visitare  sanctum  Edwardum  et  alias 
reliquias  ibi  per  praedecessores  suos  repositas. 

[27  Nov.  1385;  p.  72].  Item  xxvii0  die  Novembris  venerunt  nova 
domino  regi  de  morte  domini  Johannis  Bacon  clerici  sui,  apud  urbem 
Januae  decedentis  ;  qui  fuit  missus  a  rege  et  ejus  consilio  ad  papam  ut 
tolleret  privilegium  pro  debito  ab  ecclesia  Westmonasteriensi ;  qua  de 
causa  dominus  Johannes  Waltham  clericus  regis  de  rotulis  nomine  suo 
petiit  veniam  ab  abbate  et  conventu  Westmonasteriensi,  rogans  eos 
instanter  ut  sibi  misericorditer  perdonarent ;  et  quia  erat  morte  praeventus 
ante  adventum  papae  non  est  suum  votum  neque  in  his  neque  in  aliis 
consecutus  .  .  .  Quo  etiam  die  [27  Nov.]  rex  fecit  solemnem  missam  fieri 
in  ecclesia  Westmonasteriensi  pro  clerico  suo  paulo  superius  nominato. 
Habuit  etiam  die  lapso  ibidem  Placebo  et  Dirige  in  conventu  pro  anima 
dicti  clerici,  et  utroque  die  ipsemet  fuit  praesens  in  choro  dum  pro  dicto 
clerico  erat  obsequium  peragendum.1 

1  In  the  margin  of  p.  153  of  the  MS.  is  written  [ed.  p.  79]  :— 

'Item  anno  domini  millesimo  ccclxxxv0  rex  Angliae  misit  speciales  literas 
domino  papae  pro  canonizatione  regis  Edwardi  secundi  post  conquestum,  qui 
jacet  Gloverniae  ;  nee  tamen  obtinuit  quod  optavit.' 

Later  we  read  of  a  further  attempt  at  the  canonization  of  King  Edward  II  in 
June  1390  [ed.  p.  237]  :— 

'  Corifestim  post  rex  transtulit  se  Gloverniam,  multum  appetens  proavum  suum 
ibi  jacentem  transferre ;  ubi  occurrebant  ei  Cantuariensis  archiepiscopus,  epi- 
scopus  Londoniensis  et  quidam  alii  episcopi  cum  clericis  et  jurisperitis,  super 
attestatione  miraculorum  domino  papae  dirigenda.  Primo  discutiendum  per  eos 
utrum  sint  vera  miracula  seu  conficta,  super  quo  negotio  prius  papa  misit 
episcopo  Londoniensi  quandam  bullam  ad  inquirendum  veritatem  dictorum 
miraculorum  et  ad  certificandum  sibi  quomodo  rei  veritas  se  habeat  in  negotio 
antedicto.' 

The  disposal  of  the  body  of  King  Edward  II  was  naturally  a  matter  of  interest 
to  the  Westminster  monks.  In  an  account  rendered  of  the  Church  of  Oakham 
by  Robert  Beby  (A.  D.  1327-8)  we  read  of  two  of  the  monks  riding  to  Nottingham 
in  quest  of  the  body  of  the  late  king  :  '  in  expensis  dicti  fratris  R[oberti]  et 
J[ohannis]  de  Tothale  missis  (sic)  apud  Notingham  pro  corpore  Regis  defimeti 
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[Jan.  1386;  p.  77].  Denique  rex  Armeniae  a  duce  Gloucestriae 
invitatus  ut  die  Epiphaniae  apud  Pleyssh  secum  existeret ;  igitur  primo 
die  Januarii  petiit  licentiam  recedendi  a  rege  et  obtinuit.  Tandem  mane 
facto  innotuit  regi  Angliae  praedictum  regem  velle  transitum  facere  per 
Londoniam ;  accinxit  se  apparatu  nobiliori  et  eundem  regem  usque 
Westmonasterium  commeavit ;  supervenienteque  noctis  umbraculo  nihilo- 
minus  accensis  cereis  adduxit  ilium  ad  monasterium ;  factisque  obla- 
tionibus  et  visis  reliquiis  ibidem  repositis  ostendebat  ei  etiam  insignia 
regalia  quibus  olim  fuerat  coronatus  .  .  .  Tertio  decimo  die  Januarii  apud 
monasterium  de  Westmonasterio  facta  est  solemnis  consecratio  episcopi 
Cestrensis  de  magistro  Waltero  Skyrlowe,  clerico  privati  sigilli  domini 
regis,  per  Willelmum  Courteneye  archiepiscopum  Cantuariensem ;  prae- 
sentibus  regibus  Angliae  et  Armeniae,  Eboracensi  archiepiscopo  et 
quinque  aliis  episcopis,  ducibus  Lancastriae  et  Gloucestriae,  cum  aliis 
Angliae  nobilibus  profecto  non  paucis. 

[29  Nov.  1386;  p.  89].  Item  xxix°  die  Novembris  obiit  frater 
Nicholaus  Litlyngton  abbas  Westmonasteriensis  et  xvii°  die  Decembris 
fuit  sepultus.  Interim  dominus  rex  misit  ter  priori  et  conventui  pro 
fratre  Johanne  Lakyngheth,  ut  ejus  personam  sui  contemplatione 
haberent  merito  commendatam.  Igitur  xxi°  die  Decembris  celebrata 
electione  electus  est  per  viam  compromissi  frater  Willelmus  Colchestre 
archidiaconus  dicti  monasterii  in  abbatem.  Quo  audito  rex  indignatus 
quasi  per  aliquot  tempus  distulit  ilium  admittere,  sed  mediantibus  amicis 
fuit  sibi  postea  reconciliatus,  et  satis  gratiose  scripsit  pro  eo  curiae 
Romanae.1 

[9  Feb.  1387;  p.  90].  Item  ix°  die  Februarii  venit  rex  Westmona- 
sterium audivitque  missam  ad  altare  sancti  Edwardi,  et  abhinc  arripuit 
iter  versus  partes  boreales,  venitque  Eboracum  causa  archiepiscopi 
Eboracensis  discordantis  cum  clero  et  populo  suae  dioecesis. 

petendo :  eundo  morando  ibidem  et  redeundo  cum  iiii  equis  per  xxi  dies  : 
iiii/t  x* '. 

For  the  ' miracles'  of  Kins;  Edward  II  see  Chron.  of  Edw.  land  Edw.  II,  Rolls 
series  II.  290.  In  Stevenson's  Chronicon  de  Lamrcost,  p.  426,  is  the  following 
note : — 

'In  the  year  1340,  a  certain  "vadlet",  named  John  de  Baston,  informed 
Edward  the  Third  that  he  had  built  a  chapel  to  the  honour  of  St.  John  the 
Baptist,  "  et  de  nostre  seigneur  le  roy  Edward  de  Karnervan,  vostre  pierejesant 
a  Gloucestre,  qui  Dieux  assoile,"  at  a  place  called  "  Wyke  day  market,"  in  the 
town  of  Nottingham,  where  great  miracles  had  been  done  in  honour  of  the  said 
king ;  and  requesting  that  Edward  would  grant  to  the  builder  the  forty  feet  of 
ground  upon  which  the  chapel  was  built.  The  prayer  of  the  petition  was  granted 
by  Privy  Seal,  dated  6th  July,  14  Edw.  III.' 

1  Comp.  Lib.  Nig.  Quat.  f.  86  :  A.  D.  1386  ( in  vigilia  sancti  Andreae  apostoli 
obiit  dominus  Nicholaus  Lytlyngton  Abbas  Westmon'  in  manerio  de  la  Neyte 
hora  prandendi,  et  decimo  die  Decembris  proxime  sequentis  factum  est  instru- 
meiitum  electionis  Willelmi  Colchestre  archidiaconi  in  Abbatem  '. 
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[l  Sep.  1387;  p.  98].  Papa  vero  quamvis  plurimum  requisitus  electum 
Westmonasteriensem  confirmare  aliquantulum  distulit,  volens  sicut  alias 
cassare  electionem  et  electo  postea  providere.  Sed  ad  petitionem 
magistri  Ricardi  Rounhale  domini  regis  ambassiatoris  concessit  ut  illi  in 
rota  ibidem  in  causa  cognoscerent  ac  electionem  examinarent  et  fine 
debito  terminarent.  Sicque  primo  die  Septembris  electus  praedictus 
omnes  suas  bullas  suam  electionem  concernentes  recepit  ...  [p.  102] 
Nee  mora  confirmata  electione  Westmonasteriensis  electi  intravit  curiam 
dictus  Cosmas  Gentilis,  confestim  papam  consuluit  ne  electiones  abbatum 
exemptorum  ipsis  absentibus  deinceps  in  curia  confirmaret,  sed  absque 
ulla  spe  misericordiae  hujusmodi  electi  se  personaliter  apostolico  con- 
spectui  praesentarent,  recepturi  ibidem  post  congruam  examinationem, 
prout  moris  est,  munus  sacrum  benedictionis  ab  episcopo  ad  hoc 
specialiter  deputato  .  .  .  Igitur  electus  Westmonasteriensis  primo  die 
Septembris  receptis  bullis  suae  confirmationis  xiimo  die  Octobris  rite 
fuerat  installatus,  et  sequente  die,  scilicet  in  festo  translationis  sancti 
regis  Edwardi,  magna  missa  ab  eo  peracta,  fecit  suum  introitum,  omnes 
confluentesque  ad  suam  aulam  in  multa  rerum  vescibilium  ubertate  eo 
die  refecit. 

[10  Nov.  1387;  p.  104].  Rex  autem  super  hujusmodi  responso 
exhilaratus,  xm°  die  Novembris  civitatem  Londoniarum  intravit ;  contra 
quern  major  et  ceteri  cives  dictae  civitatis  in  una  secta,  alba  scilicet  et 
rubea,  honorifice  exierunt,  et  ante  eum  per  medium  civitatis  usque  le 
Muwes  apud  Charryngg  processionaliter  equitarunt :  ubi  rex  discalciavit  se 
et  archiepiscopus  Eboracensis,  Robertus  le  Veer  dux  Hiberniae,  et 
Michael  de  la  Pole  comes  Suffolkiae,  cum  eo  pariter  nudipedes  ad 
ecclesiam  sancti  Petri  Westmonasteriensis  processerunt ;  contra  quern 
etiam  abbas  et  conventus  dicti  monasterii  in  capis  usque  portam  regiam 
ei  obviam  modo  solemni  venerunt,  et  ilium  super  tapetis  ab  illo  loco 
stratis  usque  in  ecclesiam  deduxerunt :  factisque  suis  devotionibus  ex 
more  ad  suum  palatium  remeavit. 

[19  Feb.  1388  ;  p.  167].  Sed  tune  ex  insperato  innotuit  illis  quomodo 
Robertus  Tresilyan  erat  in  sanctuario  Westmonasteriensi.  Mox  praedicti 
domini,  caeteris  omissis  pro  tempore,  ad  dictum  sanctuarium  cum  multi- 
tudine  glomerosa  celeriter  adierunt ;  at  dux  Gloucestriae  accepta  clava 
protinus  dictum  Robertum  Tresilyan  arrestavit  et  ipsum  defendebat  ab 
his  qui  in  eum  irruere  crudeliter  satagebant  .  .  .  Sicque  xix°  die  arestatum 
Robertum  Tresilyan  dicti  domini  de  sanctuario  praedicto  violenter  funestis 
manibus  abstraxerunt  et  in  domum  lanarum  extra  sanctuarium  ad- 
duxerunt ;  rinterrogantes  eum  sollicite  an  sanctuarium  ecclesiae  sancti 
Petri  Westmonasteriensis  regis  et  regni  proditorem  salvaret.  Quibus 
constanter  dixit  quod  salvaret  talem,  quia  pro  hujusmodi  criminosis 
potissime  fuit  ilia  libertas  ecclesiae  praedictae  concessa.  Qui  putantes 
ipsum  in  sui  ipsius  salvationem  hoc  asseruisse,  ideo  fidem  suis  dictis 
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nequaquam  dederuntf1,  sed  abhinc  coram  toto  parliamento  ipsum  protinus 
perduxerunt.1 

[22  Feb.  1388;  p.  169}  Item  xxii°  die  Februarii,  scilicet  cathedra 
sancti  Petri,  venit  rex  ad  monasterium  Westmonasteriense,  et  intererat 
procession!  ibidem  cum  clericis  de  sua  capella  et  monachis  intermixtis : 
demum  fmita  missa  cum  vesperis,  quia  quadragesima  erat,  ad  manerium 
suum  de  Kenyngton  rediit  comedendum. 

[18  Apr.  1388 ;  p.  173].  Item  xviii0  die  Aprilis  misit  rex  pro  cartis  et 
privilegiis  Westmonasterii  apud  Kenyngton,  et  in  praesentia  cancellarii, 
episcopi  Wyntoniensis,  domini  Johannis  Deverose  senescalli  domini  regis, 
et  aliorum  magnorum  tune  ibidem  existentium,  ejus  jussu  erant  perlecta  ; 
et  profecto  istis  de  causis  cancellarius  quoque  Angliae  pro  nihilo  repu- 
tabat  quemquam  de  sanctuario  extrahere  confugientem  ad  illud,  ej  usque 
bona  tamquam  si  essent  fisco  regio  merito  nihilominus  confiscanda  absque 
conscientia  vellet  ea  quadam  violentia  asportare :  quibus  contrarium 
cavetur  quod  non  solum  rei  sanguinis  ac  aliis  criminibus  quibuscunque 
irretiti  dicta  immunitate  gauderent  cum  omnibus  bonis  eorundem,  verum 
etiam  eadem  libertate  alii  infames  cujuscunque  conditionis  licet  sint  rei 
majestatis  regiae  obnoxii  inibi  potirentur.  Ad  ista  vero  episcopus  quasi 
concludendo  respondit  satis  versute :  Ergo  et  si  rex  a  quoquam  ibi 
occideretur,  adhuc  libertate  ista  pensata  salvaretur  ibidem;  quod  esset 
absurdum;  immo  potius  totum  privilegium  ejusdem  loci  melius  foret 
destruere,  quam  talia  enormia  sustinere.  In  hoc  ultimo  et  in  omnibus 
aliis  fuit  derisus,  quia  non  est  compertum  quod  aliquis  regum  prae- 
cedentium  in  tarn  sacro  loco  taliter  suam  vitam  finiret,  nee  est  praesumen- 
dum  in  posterum  ita  fieri  debere,  contrariis  penitus  annullatis.  Ad  haec 
vero  rex  applaudebat,  asserens  omnes  illos  extractores  Roberti  Tresilyan 
de  sanctuario  sancti  Petri  Westmonasteriensis  cum  consentientibus  et 
agentibus  fore  profecto  excommunicationis  sententia  innodatos.  Ecce 
quomodo  nobilis  rex  ecclesiam  dei  veneratur  et  diligit,  quam  affectuose 
sollicite  satagit  ejus  libertates  defendere  ac  etiam  conservare  :  verum 
nullus  episcoporum  tantum  zelat  pro  juribus  ecclesiae  quantum  ipse. 

[12  May  1388;  p.  178].  J.  vero  Beauchamp  sepultus  est  apud 
Wyrcestriam  in  monasterio  sanctae  Mariae,  et  J.  Berneres  apud  West- 
monasterium  est  humatus  in  capella  sancti  Johannis  Baptistae.  J.  vero 
Salesbury  .  .  .  usque  Tybourne  fuit  tractus  et  ibi  suspensus,  sepultusque 
est  apud  Westmonasterium  juxta  J.  Berneres  in  praelibata  capella  .  .  .  Dux 
vero  Gloucestriae  et  dominus  Johannes  Coboham  onerarunt  conscientias 
suas  eo  quod  Robertum  Tresilyan  de  sanctuario  Westmonasteriensi 
violenter  extraxerunt ;  xv°  die  Maii  venerunt  et  submiserunt  se  domino 
abbati,  promittentes  se  satisfacere  juxta  posse. 

[27  May  1388;  p.  180].  Item  xxvii0  die  Maii  quidam  clericus  provi- 
sione  papae  fovens  litem  contra  alium  ratione  cujusdam  beneficii  tune 

1  The  passage  marked  thus  r  ~>  is  inserted  in  the  margin,  but  in  the  same  hand. 
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vacantis,  venitque  ad  sanctuarium  Westmonasteriense  gratia  tuitionis 
suae  personae ;  qui  saepius  tempore  istius  parliament!  porrexit  cancellario 
tune  Eliensi  episcopo  billas  diversas,  rogans  attentius  quatenus  ad  jus 
suum  vellet  habere  respectum.  Cancellarius  vero  ad  suas  supplicationes 
minime  advertebat,  quia  potius  stetit  cum  suo  adversario  quam  cum  illo  : 
propter  quod  dictus  clericus  confecit  unam  magnam  literam  in  qua  multa 
convicia  inseruit  de  cancellario  antedicto;  aliaque  nova  in  eadem 
tangentia  statum  regni  stulta  et  insipienter  expressit.  Hanc  quidem 
literam  cuidam  Romipetae  tradidit  ad  bajulandum  suo  socio  in  Romana 
curia  commoranti.  Bajulus  vero  habens  facere  cum  cancellario,  praescius 
de  insertis  in  praedicta  litera  de  eodem  episcopo  contentis,  illam  sibi  ad 
captandum  suae  dominationis  benevolentiam  praesentavit.  Qua  perlecta 
misit  illam  perlegi  coram  toto  et  pleno  parliamento ;  qua  audita  protinus 
omnes  exarserunt  in  iram,  adjudicantes  ipsum  vita  indignum,  tanquam 
falsissimum  proditorem,  qui  tarn  audacter  regni  secreta  praesumeret 
propalare :  non  obstante  sanctuario  supradicto  ipsum  vellent  festinanter 
vita  privare ;  sed  confestim  miserunt  pro  abbate  ut  ad  eos  in  propria 
persona  veniret ;  qui  venit  et  astitit  coram  eis  ;  statimque  sibi  erat  tota 
materia  declarata ;  qui  per  mollia  verba  nitebatur  eos  sedare  et  dictum 
clericum  de  eorum  manibus  liberare.  Illi  vero  e  contrario  magnis  vocibus 
exclamantes  dixerunt  sanctuarium  non  debere  ipsum  salvare,  quia  deliquit 
in  eo,  et  si  vellet  tenere  quod  tales  salvaret,  posset  esse  causa  destructionis 
regni  totius,  quod  absit.  Plura  et  alia  verba  fuerunt  sibi  prolata,  sed 
demum  onerarunt  ipsum  abbatem  praefatum  clericum  custodire  usque  in 
diem  quartum  sub  poena  sua  temporalia  amittendi,  ut  interim  discuteretur 
per  parliamentum  qualem  poenam  clericus  saepedictus  subiret.  Quod 
audiens  clericus  antedictus  praeparavit  se  tarn  deo  quam  mundo,  ac  si 
continuo  moreretur,  et  collocavit  se  juxta  feretrum  sancti  Edwardi  opem 
et  juvamen  ab  ipso  jugiter  implorando  .  .  .  Quo  etiam  die  [sc.  30  May] 
communes  et  domini  de  parliamento  petierunt  praefatum  clericum  sibi  de 
sanctuario  Westmonasteriensi  liberari,  aut  in  eodem  debere  pro  suis 
delictis  puniri,  quia  esset  absurdum  quod  delicta  remaneant  impunita. 
Constat  namque  ipsum  contra  omnes  existentes  in  regno  graviter  deliquisse 
in  revelando  regni  secreta  in  exteras  regiones ;  nee  tales  quampluribus 
videtur  debere  defendere  aut  fovere  sanctuarium  praelibatum,  sed  potius 
ipsum  quantocius  ejicere  ac  saeculari  judici  tradere  puniendum.  Rex 
autem  in  contrarium  sententiavit,  asserens  loca  privilegiata  censuris  fore 
vallata,  et  si  quis  his  contravenerit  potest  defacili  illis  involvi,  et  quamdiu 
eisdem  sic  fuerit  involutus  omnia  facta  sua  postmodum  ante  absolutionem 
habitam  in  periculum  suae  animae  indubie  vergere  dinoscuntur ;  et  ideo 
de  loco  sacro  quemquam  extrahere  vel  ibidem  punire  nobis  non  est : 
igitur  relinquendum  est  illius  arbitrio  puniendum,  qui  habet  custodiam 
dicti  loci.  Ulterius  promisit  illis  rex  alloqui  abbatem  de  ista  materia,  et 
omnia  per  dei  gratiam  feliciter  terminare.  Sed  istis  non  obstantibus 
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primo  die  Junii  clamosis  vocibus  iterate  dictam  materiam  quidam  domini 
et  alii  de  communitate  nefarie  resumebant,  et  omnino  dictum  clericum 
tanquam  proditorem  vellent  habere  punitum.  Inter  quos  erat  dominus 
Radulphus  Basset,  qui  nunquam  loquebatur  bonum  de  ecclesiastica 
libertate :  protestando  dixit  melius  fore  quod  non  staret  lapis  super 
lapidem  in  praefato  loco,  quam  sic  tales  proditores  foveret,  qui  taliter 
secreta  regni  transmittebant  ad  exteras  regiones  ;  et  revera  si  permittatur 
modo  tales  salvare,  tale  inconveniens  in  posterum  forsitan  sequeretur, 
quod  si  rex  ibidem  occideretur  a  casu,  quod  absit,  ejus  occisor  impune 
inibi  plena  libertate  gauderet,  quod  omnino  foret  absonum  rationi.  Plura 
his  similia  contra  dominum  abbatem  hinc  inde  diversimode  proponebant : 
postremo  jusserunt  ipsum  dictum  clericum  custodire  usque  ad  proximum 
parliamentum  sub  poena  qua  incumbit. 

[3  June  1388;  p.  183].  Item  iii°  die  Junii  apud  Westmonasterium, 
completa  missa  solemni  et  sermone  finite,  coram  magno  altari  in  sede 
regia  eatenus  inibi  praeparata,  regnique  principibus  astantibus  caeterisque 
dominis  universis,  positis  etiam  libro  et  cruce  super  parvulam  mensam 
altaris,  rex  suum  juramentum  quod  olim  in  sua  coronation  e  praestitit 
renovavit :  Domini  vero  tarn  spirituales  quam  temporales  ea  quae  domino 
regi  solebant  in  sua  coronatione  praestare  cum  omni  subjectione  ac  grato 
animo  sibi  exhibuerunt.  rHis  expletis  confestim  omnes  episcopi  sub  una 
stola  coadunati  sententiam  excommunicationis  fulminabant  in  illos  qui 
hujusmodi  sacramentum  in  posterum  praesumpserint  violare,  seu  regem 
contra  dominos  concitare  aut  ipsum  eorum  falsis  suggestionibus  provo- 
care1.1 

[Nov.  1388;  p.  200].  Item  post  principium  mensis  Novembris  venit 
rex  Westmonasterium  et  obtulit  feretro  sancti  Edwardi  unum  annulum 
aureum,  in  quo  est  rubea  gemma  inclusa  magni  pretii  et  valoris.8 

[Feb.  1389;  p.  203].  In  principio  mensis  Februarii  misit  rex  pro 
abbate  Westmonasteriensi  ad  comparendum  coram  eo  ibidem  responsuro 
super  querelis  et  gravaminibus  quae  illi  de  capella  sancti  Stephani  contra 
eum  nequiter  intentabant.  Dixerunt  namque  ipsum  agere  in  curia 
Romana  post  prohibitionem  regis  ad  privationem  sive  inhabilitationem 
suorum  beneficiorum,  et  hac  de  causa  monachum  quendam  ad  dictam 
curiam  destinasse.  Super  istis  dati  sunt  judices  ad  sententiandum : 
judices  vero  tale  judicium  super  eum  dederunt,  quod  si  foret  verum  ita 
eum  fecisse  prout  illi  asseruerunt  merito  temporalia  sua  amitteret  indilate, 
et  corpus  suum  in  carceribus  poneretur  ubi  rex  voluerit  assignare.  Istud 
fuit  deductum  tandem  coram  consilio  domini  regis  abbate  praesente,  qui 
diversimode  excusavit  se,  promittensque  illis  si  fuerit  opportunum  suum 
monachum  a  curia  revocare.  Rex  vero  his  auditis,  quamvis  abbas  contra 
prohibitionem  deliquerit  prosequendo  causam  suam  in  curia  contra  illos 

1  The  words  bracketed  thus  r  "1  are  in  the  lower  margin,  but  by  the  same  hand. 
8  Comp.  Lib.  Nig.  Quat.  S.  86,  108 1>. 
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de  capella  praefata,  nihilominus  totum  remisit,  volens  ecclesiam  suam  ea 
parte  servare  incolumem. 

Constat  namque  quod  ista  causa,  quae  adhuc  vertitur  et  agitatur  inter 
abbatem  et  conventum  Westmonasteriensem  et  decanum  dictae  capellae 
infra  palatium  regium  situatae,  habuit  inceptionem  parum  ante  mortem 
regis  Edwardi  tertii  a  conquestu,  ac  magnis  sumptibus  dictorum  religio- 
sorum  hue  usque  continuata.  Interim  vero  dicti  religiosi  sustinuerunt  ea 
de  causa  dispendia  non  modica  et  jacturas,  videlicet  in  amissione  suorum 
temporalium  tempore  Michaelis  de  la  Pole  cancellarii  domini  regis; 
quamvis  rex  nihil  percepit  de  eisdem,  tamen  circa  prosecutionem 
eorundem  erat  eis  satis  damnosum.  Causa  discordiae  fuit  ista :  nam 
praedicti  religiosi  ea  vellent  exercere  ibidem  in  illos  et  alios  infra 
palatium  praefatum  degentes  quae  ordinariae  jurisdictionis  sunt,  secun- 
dum  quod  antiquitus  dinoscitur  eos  fecisse  :  sed  postea  multorum  precibus 
et  instantia  pariter  inclinati,  propter  bonum  pacis  et  concordiae,  triginta 
octo  personas  ejusdem  collegii  exemerunt,  et  plura  his  ampliora  illis 
postmodum  processu  temporum  concesserunt ;  nee  tamen  eorum  aviditati 
satisfacere  potuissent,  quin  in  omni  tractatu  aliquod  novum  concedendum 
semper  illis  callide  porrexerunt,  prout  in  eorum  tractatibus  plenius  con- 
tinentur.  Religiosi  vero  causam  in  curia  ventilabant,  et  pro  eis  tres 
sententias  reportarunt,  ipsis  suspensis  a  divinis  cum  eorum  capella;  in 
qua  suspensione  diu  postea  usque  ad  ista  tempora  perstiterunt.  Qui 
semper  dictis  religiosis  damna  et  incommoda  regi  et  universis  regni 
dominis  profecto  interim  nefarie  procurabant.  Immo  vigilanter  et 
atrociter  incitabant  isto  tempore  dominum  regem,  ducem  Gloucestriae, 
dominum  Thomam  archiepiscopum  Eboracensem,  cancellarium  Angliae, 
et  alios  generosos  contra  praefatos  religiosos,  ad  inducendum  eos  causam 
et  prosecutionem  suam  dimittere  et  eorum  ordinationi  submittere  indilate  : 
quodque  factum  multum  displicuit  religiosis  praedictis,  quia  quos  antea 
habuerunt  dominos  et  amicos  nunc  eorum  mala  informatione,  nolentes  eos 
submittere  eorum  dominationibus,  prout  illi  eorum  potestatibus  sub- 
diderunt,  de  amicis  ad  inimicitias  sunt  conversi. 

[13  Dec.  1389;  p.  219].  Item  xiii°  die  Decembris  dux  Lancastriae 
venit  Westmonasterium  cum  honorabili  comitiva  militum  dominorum  et 
aliarum  venerabilium  personarum.  Exivit  enim  contra  eum  major  cum 
senioribus  Londoniae.  Abbas  vero  et  conventus  Westmonasteriensis  in 
suis  froccis  usque  ad  portam  monasterii  versus  Toothull  processionaliter 
exierunt,  et  in  ecclesiam  usque  magnum  altare,  cantando  responsorium 
Honor  virtus,  solemniter  adduxerunt.  Dicta  vero  oratione  ab  abbate 
factisque  suis  oblationibus  confestim  ad  sanctum  Paulum  equester  accessit, 
et  demum  in  suum  hospitium  se  recepit. 

[10  Mar.  1390 ;  p.  222].  Item  x°  die  Martii  misit  rex  Westmonasterium 
unum  par  sotularium  de  rubeo  velvetto  gemmis  margaritis  ad  modum 
florum  deliciarum  confectum,  a  papa  Urbano  VI°  parum  ante  ejus  obitum 
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benedictum,  ad  reponendum  ibidem  cum  aliis  ornamentis  regalibus  ad 
regis  coronationem  spectantibus  in  praefato  monasterio  custoditis.  Con- 
stat  namque  quod  rex  statim  post  coronationem  suam  domum  revestiarii 
intraret,  ubi  sua  regalia  deponeret  et  alia  indumenta  sibi  per  suos 
cubicularios  adaptata  assumeret,  et  abhinc  via  proximiori  in  palatium 
suum  rediret.  Sed  e  contra  fuit  factum  in  coronatione  istius  regis,  et 
male :  nam  quidam  miles  vocatus  dominus  Simon  Burlee,  peracta 
coronatione,  assumpsit  regem  suis  regalibus  sic  vestitum  inter  sua  brachia, 
per  portam  regiam  palatium  ingrediens  ;  turbis  hinc  inde  occurrentibus  et 
ilium  prementibus  in  eundo  unum  de  sotularibus  regalibus  benedictis  per 
incuriam  ibidem  amisit.  Igitur  nostrates  caveant  in  posterum  ne 
ullatenus  permittant  regem  cum  insigniis  regalibus  amplius  extra  ecclesiam 
exire  ;  sed  ut  moris  est  completa  coronatione  divertat  in  domum  revesti- 
arii, ut  praedicitur,  et  ibi  sua  regalia  ornamenta  honeste  deponat.1 

[8  May  1390;  p.  235],  Item  octavo  die  Maii  consecratus  est  frater 
Alexander  [blank]  in  episcopum  Assavensem  apud  Westmonasterium  ab 
archiepiscopo  Cantuariensi,  qui  rfuit  et1 2  est  confessor  domini  regis,  de 
ordine  praedicatorum  magister  in  theologia.  Ad  istam  solemnitatem 
accesserunt  rex  et  regina  ac  alii  nobiles  generosi. 

[13  Oct.  1390;  p.  241].  Veniente  itaque  festo  translationis  sancti 
Edwardi  rex  fuit  in  monasterio  Westmonasteriensi  ad  primas  vesperas  et 
ad  completorium  cum  tota  sua  capella.  Ad  matutinas  etiam  media  nocte 
aderat  cum  sua  capella.  Ad  processionem  vero  in  die  erat  et  ad  missam 
magnam  in  choro  residebat  cum  sua  capella  circumdante  corona.  Parum 
post  principium  magnae  missae  intravit  regina  solemniter  coronata  in 
chorum,  et  in  aquilonali  parte  secessit.  Officium  quoque  divinum  epi- 
scopus  Londoniensis  peregit. 

[20  Nov.  1390  ;  p.  243].  In  festivitate  sancti  Edmundi  regis  et  martyris 
fuit  rex  in  monasterio  Westmonasteriensi  ad  vesperas  et  ad  matutinas 
in  nocte.  In  die  vero  erat  ad  processionem  et  ad  magnam  missam, 
deditque  conventui  pro  suo  labore  decem  marcas. 

[3  May  1391  ;  p.  247].3  Tertio  die  Maii  apud  Toothull  erat  duellum 
inter  duos  felones,  scilicet  inter  appellatorem  et  defensorem  ;  victus  est 
appellator,  quamvis  habuerit  justiorem  querelam.  Nam  sponte  fatebatur 
coram  omnibus  quod  alio  anno,  ejus  suasu  et  hortatu,  quidam  fugitivus, 

1  See  above,  p.  11.     Comp.  Adam  of  Usk's  Chronicle  :  '  In  coronacione  istius 
domini  tria  regalitatis  insignia  tria  sibi  infortunia  portentabant :  primo,  in  pro- 
cessione  unum  de  coronacionis  sotularibus  perdidit,'  &c. :  ed.  E.  M.  Thompson, 
1904,  p.  42 ;   and  for  a  further  reference  see  his  note  on  p.  202,  f  prophecia 
militis  Francie  ad  ejus  coronacionem  existentis,  ubi  vidit  regis  sotularem  ad 
terrain  cadentem'  (from  MSS.  in  Brit.  Mus.). 

2  Inserted  by  the  original  hand. 

8  In  the  margin,  written  by  the  original  hand,  partly  cut  away  in  binding : 
'  [Not]a  dolos  perversis  [m]odicum  valere  :  [vijde  inferius  de  [Jo]he  Paule  in 
[iiii]°  folio  sequent! ' :  see  below,  p.  30. 


AN   UNRECOGNIZED  WESTMINSTER  CHRONICLER    29 

{qui]  ad  sanctuarium  sancti  Petri  Westmonasteriensis  confugiebat,  exivit, 
sicque  dolose  fuit  comprehensus  et  tandem  suspensus :  qui  ipsum  jam 
pugnando  acriter  infestavit  ac  impedivit  quominus  posset  victoriam 
obtinere,  prout  sibi  videbatur  pro  vero.  Hanc  autem  assertionem  fore 
validam  jurejurando  firmavit,  sicut  ipse  in  die  judicii  vellet  animam  suam 
habere  coram  summo  deo. 

[26  Sep.  1390  ;  p.  260].  Dux  namque  Gloucestriae  modicum  ante 
recessum  suum  versus  Prussyam  misit  ad  ecclesiam  sancti  Petri  West- 
monasteriensis unum  nobile  vestimentum  de  panno  aureo  rubei  coloris 
cum  aurifragiis  de  nigro  velvetto  contextis  cum  litteris  grossis  sub  hac 
figuratione  T.  A.  compositis  cum  cygnis l  rde  margaritis1  ejusdem  quanti- 
tatis  intermixtis,  miro  immo  diverso  modo  insutis  ac  artificiose  insertis, 
— vestimentum  praedictum  mirifice  adornabant.  Fueruntque  ejusdem 
vestimenti  iii  capae,  i  casula,  ii  tunicellae,  iii  albae,  cum  stolis  et  mani- 
pulis  unius  sectae.  Contulit  etiam  eodem  die  unum  jocale  argenteum  ac 
deauratum  ac  subtiliter  fabricatum  in  cujus  medio  situatur  una  fistula  de 
beryllo  satis  capax  ad  collocandum  in  ea  corpus  Dominicum  cum  in 
processione  deferri  immineat.  Donavit  etiam  ii  pelves  argenteas  et 
deauratas  artificiose  compositas  pro  manuum  lotione  ad  magnum  altare ; 
item  ii  candelabra,  scilicet  imagines  argenteas  et  deauratas,  vultus 
angelicos  praeferentes  :  item  unum  thuribulum  argenteum  et  deauratum 
magni  valoris.  Ceterum  haec  omnia  erant  per  eum  antea  ecclesiae  prae- 
dictae  collata,  sed  per  indenturam  postea  reaccepit,  et  obligavit  se  heredes 
et  executores  suos  obligatione  pervalida  dictae  ecclesiae,  quatenus  ut 
omnia  bona  praemissa  post  mortem  suam  in  adeo  bono  statu  saepe- 
dictae  ecclesiae  restituerentur  quo  ea  accepit,  quae  jam  in  ultima 
donatione  bonorum  sunt  ruptae  voluntarie  per  eum  et  pro  perpetuo 
annullatae.  Igitur  xxvi°  die  Septembris,  postquam  commendasset  se  beato 
Petro  et  sancto  Edwardo  praedictae  ecclesiae  patronis,  praefatus  dux 
Gloucestriae  iter  suum  arripuit  versus  Prussyam  .  .  .2 

[22  Dec.  1391  ;  p.  264].  Item  xxii°  die  Decembris  abbas  Westmona- 
steriensis intravit  aquam  et  iter  arripuit  versus  Romam,  habuitque 
licentiam  a  rege  absentare  se  ab  Anglia  per  duos  annos,  cupiens  interim 
se  a  debito  Hberare.3 

1  cignis  cod.     The  Bohun  swans  are  meant.     The  next  two  words  are  inserted 
above  the  line.     T.  and  A.  represent  Thomas  and  Alianora. 

2  There  is  some  uncertainty  as  to  the  history  of  this  gift :  see  Lib.  Nig.  Quat. 
ff.  856, 866, 100,  for  indentures  relating  to  it.    The  items  are  not  in  the  Inventory 
of  June  1388,  save  as  a  later  insertion. 

3  Comp.  Lib.  Nig.  Quat.  f.  876.     (  Anno  domini  millesimo  ccc  . .  et  r.  r.  Ricardi 
xvro,  quartodecimo  die  Decembris  W.  Colchestre  abbas  Westmon'  transfretavit 
pro  negociis  domini  Regis.     Et  dominus  Rex  suscepit  eum  et  omnia  bona  sua  in 
proteccione  sua.    Et  quod  quietus  sit  de  placitis  et  querelis  &c.    Et  hec  concessa 
sunt  per  literam  patentem  domini  Regis  per  biennium  duraturam '  (the  date  is 
probably  taken  from  the  Letters  Patent.     We  have  a  licence  from  the  Abbot  to 
Ric.  Circestre  to  go  abroad  which  is  dated  on  St.  Thomas's  day :  see  above,  p.  13). 
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[23  Apr.  1 392 ;  p.  265].  Item  xxiii0  die  Aprilis  dominus  noster  rex 
apud  Westmonasterium  fecit  solemnes  immo  sumptuosas  exequias  pro 
sorore  sua  Matilda  comitissa  sancti  Pauli  in  cereis  et  luminaribus  circa 
feretrum  illius,  in  pannis  nigris  et  aureis  ac  pauperura  distributione. 
Nam  in  ista  erogatione  quilibet  pauper  accepit  ad  minus  iiii  denarios. 
Item  in  vexillis  et  labaris  circa  feretrum  ejusdem  erectis,  quae  mirifice 
rutilarunt.  Erant  enim  depicta  in  illis  omnia  arma  regum  Christianorum, 
ducum  etiam  et  comitum  Anglicorum.  Quae  omnia,  excepta  pauperum 
distributione,  praecepto  domini  regis  ecclesiae  Westmonasteriensi  erant 
relicta. 

[May  1392  ;  p.  270].  Item  de  mense  Maii  quidam  domicellus  familiaris 
et  serviens  ad  opera  diversa  ecclesiae  Westmonasteriensis,  nomine 
Johannes  Paule,  pro  morte  cujusdam  hominis  indictatus,  circa  medium 
mensis  Maii  erat  captus,  et  saepius  coram  judice  de  banco  domini  regis 
pro  illo  homicidio  impetitus  nunquam  de  ilia  felonia  potuit  se  congrue 
excusare.  Ideo  xxiiiito  die  Maii  fuit  pro  illo  delicto  adjudicatus  ad 
furcas  suspendi.  Cum  vero  duceretur  ad  furcas,  fatebatur  se  dignum 
morte  pati,  quia  erat  falsus  et  ingratus  deo  et  ecclesiae  Westmonasteriensi. 
Primo  quia  cautelose  quosdam  allexit  exire  de  sanctuario  sancti  Petri 
Westmonasteriensis,  et  postea  erant  capti  et  suspensi.  Secundo  autem 
suasit  quosdam  etiam  de  sanctuario  praedicto  exire,  qui  incontinenti 
fuerant  comprehensi,  et  coram  judice  de  crimine  convicti  ad  perpetuos 
carceres  fuerant  mancipati.  Tertio  prodidit  nequiter  Robertum  Tresylian 
tempore  parliamenti,  quando  domini  temporales  contra  quosdam  regni- 
colas  erant  moti,  in  sanctuario  occulte  latitantem ;  de  quo  dicti  domini 
violenter  extraxerunt  et  a  turri  Londoniae  usque  ad  furcas  per  medium 
civitatis  tractum  apud  Tybourne  illico  suspenderunt.  Ecce  quomodo 
deus  remunerat  tales  falsarios,  immo  possent  dici  potius  ecclesiarum 
violatores  ac  etiam  illarum  libertatum  nequissimi  effractores.  Patet 
namque  quod  dolus  et  fraus  nemini  patrocinari  deberet ;  vide  supra  de 
ista  materia  in  fine  quarti  folii.1 

[21  Aug.  1392  ;  p.  275].2  Abhinc  retro  tramite  perrexerunt  usque  ad 
portam  monasterii  Westmonasteriensis,  ubi  occurrebat  ei  prior  et  con- 
ventus  revestiti  et  albis  capis  induti,  cum  crucibus  cereis  thuribulis  et 
textis.  Quos  videns  rex  et  regina  ilico  descenderunt  de  equis,  et 
depositis  coronis  osculati  sunt  textus ;  deinde  in  revertendo  versus 
ecclesiam  conventus  cantabat  responsorium  Agnus  in  altari.  Demum 

1  See  above  p.  28. 

2  On  his  reconciliation  with  the  city  of  London,  the  king  had  been  magnificently 
received  and  conducted  as  far  as  Temple  Bar.     It  may  be  noted  that  among  the 
chief  citizens  sent  to  plead  the  city's  cause  with  the  king  were  Henry  Yevele  and 
Richard  Whityngton  (p.  270)  :  the  former  was  doubtless  the  king's  mason,  who 
was  superintending  the  work  of  the  new  nave  at  Westminster,  and  the  latter  the 
famous  citizen  who  in  1413  was  charged  with  setting  forward  the  same  work. 
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venientes  ante  magnum  altare  conventus  canebat  antiphonam  Sofoe 
jubente.  Dominus  rex  interim  super  gradus  marmoreos  devote  genu- 
flexit,  et  post  ipsum  venit  regina  et  similes  devotiones  peregit :  dicta 
collecta  pro  rege  conventus  intrabat  ad  feretrum  sancti  Edwardi  cum  ilia 
antiphona  Ave  sancte  rex  Edwarde.  Completa  oratione  et  factis  suis 
oblationibus  rex  in  suum  palatium  est  re  versus.1 

[11  Oct.  1392  ;  p.  277].  Nono  [aliter  xi°]  2  die  Octobris  dominus  rex 
cum  conventu  Westmonasteriensi  nudis  pedibus  processionaliter  transivit 
exeundo  per  portam  de  Toothull  usque  sanctum  Jacobum,  et  ab  eo  loco 
processit  usque  crucem  de  Charryngg :  et  abhinc  divertebat  se  per  viam 
regiam  usque  ecclesiam  sancti  Petri  Westmonasterii,  factisque  ibidem 
devotionibus  suis  in  suum  palatium  illico  est  reversus.  Transieruntque 
cum  domino  rege  nudis  pedibus  quidam  de  suis  clericis,  perpauci  tamen, 
conventu  Westmonasteriensi  excepto  qui  nudus  etiam  cum  eo  transivit. 
Sequent!  vero  die  dominus  rex  cum  sua  capella  venit  in  chorum  dicti 
monasterii  ad  vesperas,  episcopo  Londoniensi  servitium  officiante.  Ad 
matutinas  quoque  erat  rex  cum  sua  capella,  et  in  crastino  ad  processionem 
et  ad  magnam  missam  ;  qua  finita  perrexit  in  aulam  abbatis,  ubi  splendide 
in  maximo  apparatu  suos  dominos  et  dominas  qui  tune  cum  eo  praesentes 
extiterint,  et  conventum  totum  pro  majore  parte,  laute  refecit. 

[7  Feb.  1 393  ;  p.  279]-  Septimo  die  Februarii  fures  quandam  fenestram 
prope  la  Puwe  *  fregerunt  ex  parte  aquae  nocturno  tempore,  et  intrantes 
asportarunt  jocalia  ibi  propter  devotionem  beatae  Virgini  oblata  ad 
valorem  quingentarum  marcarum.  Item  xiii°  die  Februarii  idem  fures 
vel  alii  nocte  invaserunt  ecclesiam  sancti  Jehannis  Baptistae  juxta  Smethe- 
feld,  et  fregerunt  unam  fenestram  dictae  ecclesiae,  et  intrantes  in 
vestibulum  ejusdem  crucem  unam  magni  valoris,  jocalia,  pannos  sericos  et 
quosdam  alios  de  velvetto  abstulerunt  ad  valorem  mille  marcarum.  Facto 

1  The  king  is  received  by  the  Prior,  the  Abbot  being  abroad  :  see  above  p.  29. 
The  Antiphons  are  printed  from  a  Bodleian  MS.  in  Dr.  Wickham  Legg's  edition  of 
the  Westminster  Missal,  vol.  111.  col.  1348,  1359,  1379  (cf.  1381)  : 

(1)  'Agnus  in  altari  cum  cepit  sacrificari, 

luce  videt  clara  puerum  rex  sanctus  in  ara.' 

(2)  'Solve  jubente  deo  terrarum  Petre  catenas, 
qui  facis  ut  pateant  celestia  regna  beatis.' 

(3)  '  Ave,  sancte  rex  Edwarde, 

inter  caeli  lilia ; 
meritis  tuis  exornans 

regnantes  in  gloria  ; 

nos  omnes  te  diligentes 

due  ad  vera  gaudia.' 

The  first  refers  to  the  vision  of  the  Christ-child  in  the  Eucharist  granted  to  St. 
Edward. 

2  The  second  figure,  which  is  written  above  the  line  as  a  correction,  is  the 
right  one,  as  the  Feast  of  the  Translation  of  St.  Edward  is  on  13  October. 

3  Our  Lady  of  Pity,  in  the  Chapel  of  St.  Stephen,  at  the  Palace. 
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divulgato  milites  dictae  domus  celeriter  ascenderunt  eorum  equos,  et  per 
plura  loca  Angliae  dictos  latrones  diligentius  perquirentes,  [et]  in  tantum 
operam  dabant  quod  infra  quindenam  quinque  comprehenderunt  ex  eis, 
quorum  confessione  innotuit  eis  ubi  bona  eorum  ac  etiam  de  la  Puwe 
fuerunt  per  eos  furtim  deducta.  Erant  enim  quaedam  ipsorum  bonorum 
in  quodam  puteo  profundo  juxta  Oxonias,  quern  dicti  fures  foderunt, 
inventa.  Et  circa  principium  mensis-  Maii  ad  palatium  domini  regis 
fuerant  reportata.  Sicque  pro  majori  parte  dicta  bona  erant  recuperata, 
tarn  sancti  Johannis  quam  sancti  Stephani,  tamen  mutilata  in  multis  et 
laesa. 

[20  June  1393;  p.  280].  Item  xx°  die  Junii  venerunt  de  tractatu1 
duces  Lancastriae  et  Gloucestriae,  fueruntque  ad  anniversarium  patris 
eorum  domini  Edwardi  tertii,  quondam  regis  Angliae. 

[7  June  1394  ;  p.  283].  Septima  die  Junii  apud  manerium  de  Shene 
obiit  Anna  regina  Angliae  et  filia  imperatoris,  quern  summo  mane  nono 
die  Junii  dominus  Thomas  de  Arundell  archiepiscopus  Eboracensis  et 
cancellarius  Angliae  in  ecclesia  sancti  Petri  Westmonasteriensis  sepe- 
livit*. 

1  They  had  gone  to  Calais  to  treat  for  peace,  5  March. 

2  The  date  of  the  hurial  can  hardly  be  correct.     Adam  of  Usk  (ed.  p.  9)  says  : 
'Post  ejus  Anne  sepulture  solempnitatem  in  crastino  ad  Vincula  sancti  Petri 
debitis  honoribus  decoratam,  statim   rex  lugubri  veste  cum  suis  indutus  ad 
domandam  Hybernencmm  rebellionem  maximo  exercitu  constipatus  transit  in 
Hyberniam.'    The  morrow  of  St.  Peter  ad  Vincula  is  2  August ;  and  in  the 
Treasurers'  roll  for  1393-4  we  find  the  following  entry  :  *  Et  in  recreacione  facta 
iii°  die  Augusti  in   exequiis  Anne  Regine  Epis  Dunelmen'   Wynton'   Sarum 
Landaven'  Domine  Ducisse  Gloucestr'  et  aliis  super venieutibus  xlii*  viiid '. 
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